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The Bord of Trade. 


COAL. 


WEEKLY OUTPUT AND EMPLOYMENT 
FIGURES. 

We give below a statement of the coal output and 
the number of wage earners at the mines of Great 
Britain for the week ended 12th May, together 
with comparative figures for the previous week. 
The output for the corresponding week of last year 
was 4,945,200 tons. 











————— |e ET 











Week ended | Week ended 
5th May. | 12th May, 
Districts. | 
Wage Wage 


Output. § Parners. | Output. — Rarners. 





i 


Tons. — | Tons. | 
Northumberland _....|_ 291,600 61,900 | 277,500 | 61,800 
Durham ses ...| 658,000 169,000 | 788,500 | 169,200 
Yorkshire... ...| 816,900 176,400; 987,200 | 176,806 
Lancashire, Cheshire, | | 
and North Wales...) 489,100 123,300 | 489,700 123,200 
Derby, Nottingham, | 
Leicester | 700,800 | 128,300 | 707,700 128,300 
Stafford, —o. Wor- 


cester, and Warwick; 406,200 91,600 413,700 91,500 
South Walesand Mon- 

mouthshire ..-| 1,114,600 239,000 | 1,008,400 239,400 
Other English Dis- 

tricts* 5 .| 116,400 28,400 _ 119,500 28,400 


Scotland ove | 733,400 137,300 811,200 137,800 








Total ... _ ...| 5,827,000 | 1,155,200 | 5,603,400 | 1 156,400 


* Including Cumberland, Westmorland, Gloucester, Somerset and 
Kent. 











FIFTY-TWO WEEKS SUMMARY. 
The total production weekly of coal since 13th 
May, 1922, is given below :— 





1922. Tons. 1922. Tons, 
May 20th .......000e. 4,804,100 November 25th ...... 5,471,800 
May 27th  .......0000. 4,629,600 December 2nd....-.... 5,573,400 
4 eee 4,440,900 December 9th .. ...... 5,692,000 
June 10th ......... .. 2,681,800 December 16th ...... 5,741,600 
Jame 17th oo. cccccccee 4, 350, 200 December 23rd ...... 5,506,200 
June 24th .........06. 4, '358, 900 December 30th ....-. 3,427,900 
July let .. ......sc00e 4,530,000 
SUT OUR cocicsevdccser. 4,597,800 1923, 

July 15th ............ 4,626,700 January 6th ......... 4,384,800 
July 22nd ........-... 4,390,800 January + ecg covqumues 5,607,300 
. ¢ . epee 4,989,100 January 20th ......... 583,400 
August 5th............ 5,121,600 January 27th ......... 5,644,200 
August 12th ......... 3,623,200 February 3rd ......... 5,601,200 
August 19th ......... 5,158,400 February 10th......... 5,566,900 
August 26th ......... 5,148,000 February 17th......... 5,559,600 
September 2nd ...... 5,203, 600 February 24th....°.... 5,519,100 
September 9th ...... 5,160,800 March 3rd .. ......... 5,565,600 
September 16th ...... 4,994,70C March 10th............ 5,713,000 
September 23rd ...... 5,143,900 March 17th............ 5,721,000 
September 30th ...... 5,177,200 March 24th............ 5,703,000 
October 7th............ 5, 209,000 March 31st... ........ 4,873,900 
October 14th ......... 5,254,900 CO, Sas 3,940,900 
October 21st ......... 5,355,400 April 14th ....+-.00... 5,776,600 
October 28th ......... 5,388,300 April Zist .........00 5, 824,900 
November 4th.......... 5,423,400 April 28th ..........+. 5,721,200 
November 11th ...... 5, 440,500 Bay Sth .2.....0000000. 5,327,000 
November 18th ...... 5, ‘376, 000 BE BBE cccccssovece 5,603,400 





EXPORTS FROM OCCUPIED GERMANY. 
The Licensing Committee have decided that the 
surrender of foreign currency received from exports 
from occupied Germany will not, until further 
notice, be required from exporters. 

[ Nore.—The above notice amends that published 
in the ‘‘ Journal’’ of 29th March (page 383, 
paragraph 10 (c).) | 


SWEDISH INTOXICATING LIQUORS LAW. 


The Board of Trade has received from H.M. 
Minister at Stockholm copies (in Swedish) of a 
Government Bill (No. 170) which was recently laid 
before the Riksdag relating to the organisation of 
wholesale trade in intoxicating liquors. 

Further particulars can be obtained by Gaited 
Kingdom firms interested on application to the 
Commercial Relations and Treaties Department of 
the Board of Trade, Great George Street, London, 
eR 
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DEPARTMENT OF OVERSEAS TRADE, 


| ADVISORY COMMITTEE: ADDITIONAL 
MEMBERS. 

The Parliamentary Secretary to the Department 
of Overseas Trade has appointed some additional 
members to his Advisory Committee. The member- 
ship of the Committee is now as follows :— 

Arthur Balfour, Esq., J.P., Arcadia, Sheffield; Master 
Cutler of Shoffield, 1911- 12: Member of Lord Balfour’ 8 
Committee on Commercial and Industrial Policy after 
the War, 1916; Member of Industrial Advisory Com- 
mittee to the Treasury, 1914-18; President of Sheffield 
Chamber of Commerce, 1919; President of the Associa- 
tion of British Chambers of Commerce, 1923; Managing 
Director of Arthur Balfour and Company, Ltd., Shef- 
field; Chairman of High Speed Alloys, Ltd., Widnes; 
Chairman of C. Meadows and Co., Ltd.; Director of 

British Trade Corporation; Local Director of the 

National Provincial and Union Bank of England, Ltd. 

Sir Charles Coupar Barrie, K.B.E., M.P., 6, Dean’s 
Yard, London, S8.W.1; Messrs. Charles Barrie and 
Sons, Merchants and Shipowners, Dundee; United 
Baltic Corporatien, Ltd. (Deputy Chairman). 

| Sir William Ellis, G.B.E., Atlas Works, Sheffield ; Master 

| Cutler of Sheffield, 1914-1918; Messrs. John Brown and 

Company, Ltd. (Managing Director) ; Messrs. Davy 
Bros., Ltd. (Chairman). 

Sir Algernon Firth, Bart., Scriven Park, Knaresborough, 
Yorks; High Sheriff of Yorkshire, 1922-1923; President 
of the Association of British Chambers of Commerce, 

| 1912-18; Late Chairman of Messrs. T. F. Firth and 

| Sons, Ltd. 

F. C. Goodenough, Esq.; Chairman of Barclays Bank 
Ltd., 54, Lombard Street, London, E.C. 3; President of 
British Bankers’ Association, 1922-1923. 

W. L. Hichens, Esq., Chairman ‘of Messrs. Cammell, Laird 

| and Co., Ltd.; Deputy Chairman of The English Elec- 

tric Company, Ltd., and a Director of the London, Mid- 

| land and Scottish Railway. 

| F. Hickinbotham, Esq.; Partner in Messrs. Rabone Bros. 

| and Company, 297, Broad Street, Birmingham; Imme- 

| diate Past President of the Birmingham Chamber of 
| Commerce. 

| Sir William Larke, K.B.E., Eastburn, St. John’s Road, 

Sidcup, Kent; The Director of the National Federation 
of Iron and Steel Manufacturers. 

Kenneth Lee, Esq.; Chairman of Messrs. Tootal Broad- 
hurst Lee Company, Ltd., 56, Oxford Street, Man- 
chester. 

Sir Charles Mandleberg; Chairman and Managing Direc- 
tor of Messrs. J. Mandleberg and Company, Ltd., 
Albion Works, Pendleton, Manchester; Chairman of 
Overseas Committee of the Federation of British Indus- 
tries. 

Sir Charles Campbell McLeod; Partner in Messrs. 
McLeod, Russel and Company, India Merchants, 50, 
Lime Street, London, E.C. 3. 

G. A. Moore, Esq., Rowler, Brackley, Northants; Former 
Chairman of the Council of the Liverpool Chamber of 
Commerce; Represents Liverpool on the Executive of 

| the Association of British Chambers of Commerce; 

| Formerly Director of the Niger Company; Member of 
the Board of Trade Advisory Council. 

Sir Herbert Edward Morgan, K.B.E., Lever -House, 
_ Blackfriars, London, E.C.4; Director of A. and F. 
“ Pears, Ltd.; Chairman of Mac Fisheries, Ltd. 

J. W. Murray, {sq., D.L., 27, West George Street, Glas- 
gow; Late President of the Glasgow Chamber of Com- 
merce; Vice-President of the Association of British 
Chambers of Commerce; Member of the Imperial Ship- 

| ping Committee; Member of the Board of Trade Advi- 

| sory Council; Ker, Bolton and Company, East India 

Merchants, Glasgow and London; Caledonian Railway 

Company (Director). 

Sir William Pearce, 14, Park Crescent, Portland Place, 
London, W. 1; Member of the Board of Trade Advisory 
Council; Member of Lord Balfour of Burleigh’s Com- 
mittee on Commercial and Industrial Policy after the 
War, 1916; Director of Spencer, Chapman and Messel, 
Ltd. Chemical Manufacturers; Vice-Chairman of Asso- 
ciation of British Chemical Manufacturers ; Federation 








| of British Industries (Member of Council); Member of 


Advisory Committee to the Export Credits Depart- 
ment; M.P., 1906-1922. ; 
Colonel The Hon. Sidney Peel, D.S.O., 26, Hill Street, 
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London, W.1; Finance Adviser to the Foreign Office, 
1918 and 1919; Chairman of the Advisory Committee to 
the Export Credits Department ; National Bank of 
Egypt (Chairman of London Committee); Chairman of 
the National Discount Company. 

The Rt. Hon. Lord Riddell, 8, Bouverie Street, London, 
E.C. 4; Vice-Chairman of the Newspaper Proprietors’ 
Association; Chairman of the Weekly Newspaper and 
Periodical Proprietors’ Association. 

H. L. Symonds, Esq., 41, City Road, London, E.C. 1; 
Vice-President of the London Chamber of Commerce. 
Lieut.-Col. D. Watts-Morgan, ©.B.K., D.S.O., Caemawr, 
Porth, Rhondda; Member of Parliament for Rhondda 

(ast) Division. 

Major F. H. Wedgwood, Barlaston Lea, Stoke-on-Trent ; 
Director of Messrs. Josiah Wedgwood and Sons, Ltd., 
Etruria, Stoke-on-Trent; Member of the Industrial 
Council for the Pottery Trade. 

Sir Henry Whitehead, J.P., Saltaire Mills, Saltaire; Pre- 
sident of the Bradford Chamber of Commerce; Presi- 
dent of Worsted Spinners’ Federation, Ltd. ; Proprietor 
of Henry Whitehead, Young Street Mills, Bradford, and 
Crystal Mills, Heckmondwike : Senior Partner of A. J. 
Smith and Company, Keighley ; Director of Sir Titus 

Salt, Bart., Sons, and Company, Ltd., Saltaire; Direc- 
tor of Yarra Falls Spinning and Manufacturing Com- 
pany, Pty., Limited, Melbourne, Australia. 

Lieut.-Col. The Hon. F. V. je tag C. 7 G., C.B.E., 
M.V.O., 6, Dean’s Yard, London, S.W. 1; Member of 
Board of Trade Advisory Council ; — Willey and 
Company, Ltd. (Permanent Gov erning Director); 
Lloyds Bank Ltd. (a Director). 

H. C. R. Williamson, Esq., Partner in Messrs. Balfour 





Williamson and Company, 7, Gracechurch Street, 
London, E.C. 3. 
KENYA COLONY GAME ORDINANCE. 


H.M. Trade Commissioner in East Africa has 
forwarded the text of an Ordinance concerning the 
restrictions placed on the export of game trophies 
for sale and which is cited as ‘‘ The Game Ordi- 


nance, 1921.”’ 
Paragraph 8 (1) of the Ordinance provides as 


under : 

i have as hereinafter provided, no person shall 
export or shall attempt to export from the Colony 
or Protectorate for sale any live animal mentioned 
in any of the Schedules or any head, horn, bone, 
skin, feather or flesh, or any other part of any 
animal mentioned in any of the Schedules, without 
the permission in writing of the Game War den.’ 

H.M. Trade Commissioner is informed that such 
permission will only be granted in the case of 
export of trophies to museums, zoos., etc. 

United Kingdom firms interested may consult the 
text referred to on application to the Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 


S.W. 1. 





NORWEGIAN MATCH INDUSTRY. 
The Commercial Secretary at Christiania reports 
that the match factories are still working at about 
75 per cent. of their capacity, and have large stocks 


of which they have great difficulty in disposing. 
One of the two factories controlled by the Swedish 


match combine was burnt down last year. The 
exports of matches during 1922 amounted to 


2,373,907 kilogs., as compared with 2,442,283 


kilogs. in 1921. 





ARGENTINE MEAT FREEZING BILL. 


The Commercial Secretary at Buenos Aires states 
that a Bill authorising the expenditure of a sum up 
to 10 millions of pesos, paper currency, on the con- 
struction of a meat-freezing establishment and 
distributing depots in the F ederal capital, has been 

passed by the Argentine Chamber of Deputies. The 
Bill has yet to be considered by the Senate before it 
can become law. 























Special Articles. 





BRITISH COAL MINING INDUSTRY. 





THE FIRST QUARTER OF 1923. 


In consequence of the disorganisation of Euro- 
pean supplies of coal and coke following upon the 
occupation of the Ruhr coalfield, exports of British 
coal during the first quarter of 1923 were main- 
tained at the high level reached during the latter 
half of 1922, and were 14 million tons greater than 
in the first quarter of 1913. The disorganisation 
which extended to the metallurgical industry of the 
Continent also resulted in a notable revival in home 
metal industries and a consequent improvement in 
the demand for coal. 

This improvement in the demand led to a rise in 
the market price of coal the end of 
January, and although the high prices noted below 
for certain qualities of British coal apply to only 
a small proportion of the coal raised during the past 
quarter, a substantial improvement was recorded in 
the average declared value of cogl exported, and the 
ascertainments of the financial results of January 
and February (which determine the rates of wages 
in May and June) indicate a welcome improvement 
in conditions in most districts. 


towards 


The output of coal screened or sorted in Great 
Britain during the quarter ended March, 1923, was 


nearly 70 million tons, a figure which has not been 
equalled in the corresponding quarter since 1914, 
and it is estimated there was an average of 1,158,000 
persons employed in and about the mines, including 
clerks and salaried persons, or 41,000 more than 
before the war. 

Ou?rper. 

In the following table particulars are shown of 
the tonnage of coal raised and weighed at the pits 
during the 13 weeks ended 3lst March, 1923, and 
50th December and Ist April, 1922, in each of the 
principal colliery districts of Great Britain, These 
figures do not represent the output of screened or 
sorted coal, since they include a certain amount of 
refuse which is picked out at the pit-head :— 


Tonnage of Coal raised and weighed at 
the Pit during the 13 Weeks ended 

















District. 
81st March, | 30th Decem-| Ist April, 
1923. | ber, 1922. 1922, 
| Tons. | Tons. Tons. 
Northumberland... | 2,561,000 | 3,590,000 8,153,000 ° 
Durham ... | 9,733,000 | 9,726,000 8,276,000 
Yorkshire .. . | 12,147,000 | 11,591,000 11,075,000 
Lancashire, Cheshire and | | 
North Wales 5,995,000 | 5,685,000 5,212,000 
Derbyshire, Nottingham | 


and Leicester ... a 


8,948,000 | 8,575,000 | 7,995,000 
Stafford, Salop, W orcester 


and Warwick ... ; 5,351,000 4,881,000 4,658,000 
South Wales and Mon- | 

mouth .. ... | 14,138,000 | 13,483,000 | 12,309,000 
Other English Distric ts . 1,462,000 1,347,000 1,205 1000 
Scotland iat 9,708,000 9,882,000 8,315,000 


ee ee 








Great Britain . | 71,043,000 | 68,760,000 | 62,202,000 





[Nore.—The ‘‘Other English Distriets ” include Cumberland, 
Westmorland, Gloucester, Somerset and Kent. ] 


The output of coal in most districts continues to 
expand, but in Northumberland, Durham, and, to 
a lesser extent, in Scotland, this tendency appears, 
temporarily, to have expended itself during the past 
quarter. As compared with the first quarter of 
1922, the output of coal in the various districts was 





os 
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greater by 94 te 17 per cent., and in the small de- 
tached coalfields by 20 per cent. 

Output during the first quarter of 1925 was at a 
annual level than in 1913 in the Durham, 
Lancashire, Cheshire and North Wales, and the 
Scottish districts, and was at a higher level in the 
Yorkshire, Derbyshire, Nottingham and Leicester- 
In the remaining districts 1t was 


lower 


shire districts. 
about the same. 
NUMBERS EMPLOYED. 

The next table shows the average number of 
wage-earners (i.e., excluding clerks and salaried 
persons) on colliery books Great Britain in the 
quarters ended March, 1923, and December and 
March, 1922. The numbers include a few persons 
who were engaged in raising or handling minerals 
other than coal :— 


Average Number of Wage-Earners 
employed | during the Quarter ended 











District. 7 ~= = 
Marchi, December, March, 
1923. | 1922. 1922. 
| 2 ren ee are 
Northumberland... 61,000 | 60,000 57, 000 
Durham ... 165,900 | 161,700 146, 400 
Yorkshire ... _ bee 173,700 | 170,700 168,100 
Lancashire, Cheshire and | | 
North Wales 122,200 | 121,500 | 120,100 
Derbyshire, Nottingham | | 
and Leicester ... 127,100 | 125,500 | 124,100 
Stafford, Salop, W orcester 
and Warwick ... | 90,900 89,200 | 89,300 
South Wales and Mon- 
mouth ... ie 234,900 231,600 | 214,800 
Other English Districts 27,700 27,300 | 26,200 
Scotland ‘ii 134,900 131,800 | 126,000 
Great Britain -» | 1,138,300 1,119,300 1,072,200 





The number of wage-earners increased from 
1,129,500 at the end of December, 1922, to 
1,147,600 at the end of March, 1923. Altogether 
62,100 additional wage-earners have been absorbed 
by the industry since the first quarter of 1922, in- 
cluding 17,100 in Durham and 14,000 in South 


Wales and Monmouth. 


Days WorkrEp anv Losr. 

From the following table it will be seen that coal 
was wound at the pits on 70°73 days during the 13 
weeks ended Slst March, 1925, or 5°44 days per 
week, as compared with 5°35 days per week in the 
previous 13 weeks, and 5°14 days in the correspond- 
ing period of 1922. The time lost at the pits 
through transport difficulties and want of trade 
during the first 13 weeks of 1923 amounted to only 

days. During March, the loss of time from 
this cause was at the rate of little more than one 
half this amount. 


Weeks aniui 





‘31st Mar., 30th Dec.,| Ist April, 
19235. 1922. 1922, 


{ 











¥ 
Days on which the pits wound | | 
coal | 70°73 69°60 66°85 
Days on which the pits ‘did not | | 
wind coal owing to :— 














Holidays an wey oe cree») 186 | 0°82 

Disputes ¥ | 0°40 O14 | O14 
Transport diffic ulties and want | | 

of trade = hi wii: ee 2°96 6°45 

Accidents and repairs.. wel, See 0°33 0°35 

Other causes ee so | 0°04 0°03 0°15 

Total of the above ...| 74°93 74°92 | 74°76 

Ordinary stop or idle days.. | 3°07 3°08 3°24 


_ Grand total ois = 


78°00 78°00 | 78°00 
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In the quarter ended March, 1923, working time 
at the pits was highest in Stafford, Salop, Wor- 
cester and Warwick (75°00 days), and in South 
Wales and Monmouth (73°34 days); and was lowest 
in Durham (6720 days), and in Lancashire, 
Cheshire, and North Wales (67°37 days). Employ- 
ment in Lancashire, Cheshire and North Wales 
has, however, improved on the average, pits having 
wound coal on 84 more days during the first quarter 
of 1925 than in the previous quarter. 


QUTPUT PER SHIFT. 

The output of coal during the last quarter of 1922 
according to actual ascertainments was 18°10 ewts. 
per shift worked, and from such indications as are 
at present available this relatively high rate of 
output under existing conditions appears to have 
been maintained during the first quarter of 1923 


Coat’ Sunirrep ABROAD. 

The quantity of coal shipped abroad, either as 
cargo or for the use of vessels engaged in the foreign 
trade, during the quarter ended March, 1923, was 
23+ million tons. This was nearly equal to the 
record figures of the previous quarter, and about one 
million tons more than in the corresponding period 
of 1913. The principal destinations of the cargo 
shipments are indicated below, together with parti- 
culars of oil fuel shipped for the use of steamers :— 

inc. (+) or Dec. (—) in 


nde Quarter ended 
Quarter ended March. 1928.-as 


compare d with the 














4th Ist 
March |'December March 
-~ 9 Tale Quarter uarte 
1923, 1922. 1, | ee | aeae 
Tons, Tons. Tons. Tons, T ons. 
(a) Coal Erported: 
Europe and Mediter- 
ranean Countries: 
Russia... ved eee 49,000® 182,000% 445,000 — 133,000 — 896,000 
Scandinavia hd 7 1,863,000 2,119,000 2,311,000 256,000 — 445,000 
Germany and Holland 4,661,000 4,184,000 | 2,433,000 + 527,000 + 2,228,000 
France, Belgium and 
Italy... ... 8,030,000 7,101,000 6,272,000 + 929,000 41,758,000 
Spain and Portugal 544,000 556,000 1,026,000 - 12,000 — 482,000 
Malta, Gibraltar and 
Channel Islands ay 256,000 353,000 885,000 ,- 97,000 - 129,000 
Egypt, Algeria and 
Other Couutries 1,159,000 1,251,000 1,757,000 = 92,000 508.000 
Total : 16, 56 42,000 1: 5,696, 000 14 620,000 + 866,000 +1, 933, 000 
Africa and Asia ‘e xelu 
ding the Mediterra- 
nean Countries) : 418,000 537,000 804,000 -— 119,000 836,000 
North and Central 
America _— 681,000 1,838,000 25,000 657,000 + 656,000 
Suuth America ... -» 1,014,000 1,158,000 1,759,000 — 124,000 745,000 
Other Destinations _... 20,000 12,000 22,000 4- 8,000 2,000 
Total Quantity Ex- ————— ———— a 
ported .. ds ... 18,695,000 .18,721,000 (17,239,000 — 26,000 4+1,456,000 
(b) Foreign Bunkers 
Shipped: 4,568,000 4,603,000 4,948,000 — 125,000 380,000 
Total shipments,,, 28 263 000 23, $14,000 22,187, 000 — 151,000 41,076,000 


(c) Oil fuel shipped for 
the use of steamers 
eugayced in the 
Brews igu Trade iu 


* Not entahten 201,000 tons of coal exported to Finland, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Esthonia, Poland and Danzig during the quarter ended December, 1922, 
and 90,000 tons similarly exported during the quarter ended March, 
one These quantities are included with exports to “other (Kuropean) 
countries 

tT Assuming that the relative efficiency of oil and coal is as 100 : 66, the oll 
fuel shipped as bunkers during the quarter ended March, 1923, was equal 
to 292,000 tons of coal, and to 259,000 tons during the previous quarter. 


Cannot be Cannot be 
171,000 ~— stated to 22 000 stated 


193,000 


The quantity of coal exported during the month 
of March, 1923, was 7,180,102 tons, or slightly more 
than the previous ‘‘ record,’’ viz., 7,082,729 tons, in 
the month of September, 1922. 

Exports of coal during the first three months of 
1923 to the countries which are chiefly affected by 
the dislocation in the supply of fuel from the Ruhr 
coalfield were about 14 million tons greater than in 
the preceding three months, and 4 million tons 
greater than in the corresponding period of 1918. 
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On the other hand, exports of coal to all other 
markets abroad during the first three months of 
1923 were about 14 million tons less than in the 
preceding three months, and 24 million tons less 
than in the corresponding period of 1915. It will 
be noticed, however, that substantial quantities of 
coal were sent to North and Central America during 
the past six months. Excluding these shipments, 
the quantity of coal exported during the first three 
months of 1923 to markets outside Germany, the 
Netherlands, France, Belgium and Italy was nearly 
34 million tons, or about one-third less than in the 
corresponding period of 1913. The disturbance in 
the Ruhr coalfield has thus seriously dislocated the 
normal distribution of British coal abroad. 

About 74 million tons of coal were exported from 
the Bristol Channel ports during the first quarter of 
1923, nearly 2 million tons from the Humber, 24% 
million tons from the Scottish ports, and nearly 
64 million tons from the North-East Coast ports. 
As compared with the coal exported during the 
corresponding period of 1913, there was no change 
at the Bristol Channel ports, and increases of 9, 12 
and 16 per cent. respectively, at the Humber, Scot- 
tish and the North-East Coast ports. 


CONSUMPTION OF CoaL at Home. 

The quantity of coal available for consumption in 
Great Britain and Ireland during the quarter ended 
March, 1923, was 454 million tons, allowance being 
made for the coal-equivalent of coke and manufac- 
tured fuel exported, or about 24 million tons more 
than during the previous guarter. In the corre- 
sponding quarter of 1915, there were 48? million 
tons of coal similarly available. No allowance is 
made in either period for the difference in the 
stocks of coal held at the beginning and the end of 
the quarter. 

SELLING PRICES. 

The following quotations per ton for particular 
qualities of coal are given in continuation of similar 
particulars published in the ‘‘ Journal ’’ of 15th 
February, 1923 (page 189). 
present the basis of current business at the dates 


These quotations re- 


given and indicate an increase of about 10s. per 
ton for coal shipped abroad :— 











South Wales. Midlands Durbam itis Fifeshire 

ated : sest rime orkshire Screened 

Date. _varge | Smoke-| herby | Gas Hards. Navi- 
Steamfor less Brigl Coal 

Export. Seconds rights. oat. gation. 

(f.o.b.)  (f.0.b.) (Pit.) (f.0.b.) (Pit.) (f.0.b.) 

1922. fo. | a eo ae, s. <€d a, dd. es. <a. s. d. 

29th December 26 6 27 O 29 O 25 O 20 O 28 O 

1928. 

26th January... sy 6 66 28 «(OO 22 6 25 6 20 (+O 28 O 

23rd February 27 «6 28 6 28 0 30 O 21 O 32 O 

30th March 35 O 37. «OO 28 O 35 «(OO 22 0 36 O 


The average declared value per ton f.o.b. of the 
coal exported was 22s. 5d. in January, 23s. 2d. in 
February, and 24s. 7d. in March. The average de- 
clared value for all classes of coal exported during 
the year 1913 was 13s. 10d. per ton. 


WAGES. 

Wages in March, 1923, were higher than in 
December, 1922, in Seotland and the Radstock Divi- 
sion of Somerset. In Northumberland, Durham 
and the Eastern Division (including Yorkshire, 
Derbyshire, Nottingham, Leicester, Cannock Chase 
and Warwick), though there was an improvement 
during January and February, wages fell slightly 
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below the level of December, 1922, in March. In 
the remaining districts, wages contmued at the 
minimum level at which they have been maintained 
during considerable periods of 1922 and in some 
cases during the whole of that year. 

The average earnings for workers of all classes 
and ages amounted to 9s. 53d. per shift in the last 
quarter of 1922, and it is estimated that earnings 
rose to 9s, 87d. per shift in January and February, 
and fell to 9s. 63d. per shift in March. 

The rates of wages for similar classes of adult 
workers, other than piece-workers, in two districts, 
in continuation of particulars previously published 
in the ‘‘ Journal,’’ are shown below. As was pre- 
viously stated, the position with regard to wages in 
South Wales is now less typical of wages in the 
chief exporting districts than it was formerly. 
Indications are not wanting, however, of an improv- 
ing tendency in conditions in this district. 


South Wales and Monmouth. 








Date. Colliers. | Rippers. Hauliers. _ Labourers. 
1922 s. d. s. d. s. d. s. d. 
15th December ... 8 10 7 ee ol i gar 
Class A 
1923 Workers*® 
15th January 7 3 
15th February \ 8 10 7 8 7 6 ) Class B 
15th March a Workers*® 
6 & 


. Thess “are the subsistence rates oft waves for workers ovel 2] year? 


of age. Class A workers include all those who are entitled, as the 
head or the support of a family, toa supply of house coal. Class B 
workers are those not so entitled. ‘This distinction is intended to 


differentiate between men who support a family and men who do not. 

Nore. Men working on the «#fternoon and night shifts in this 
district are paid at the rate of six shifts’ wages for a full working 
week of tive shifts. 


Derbysh ire { Eecept South Derbyshire . 


evr 


lop Hard ” Seam. 























tipping 
and Corporals  Datallers 
Date Stallmen Timber- (adults)  (adults)* 
ing* 
1922 s. d. a & a ¢ s. d. 
15th December ... ll 9 1 5 9 11 9 6 
1923 
15th January + Lye Q 10 8 Te 9 9 
15th February... } 
15th March ose te. 10 4 9 10 9 § 
All other Seams. 
Ripping 
| and Corporals _ Datallers 
Date Stallmen | Timber- (adults) | (adults)* 
| ing* 
1922 s. d. | s. d. a 4, a. d. 
15th December ... iss: Bs 9 6 9 Be 
1923 
15th January + Ioan 9 10 4 9 9 9 3 
15th February... }j 
i5th March ll 5b lO 1 9 5 8 Il 


* Other than Chargemen. 


The rates of earnings of piece-workers are natur- 
ally higher than those specified above, and no allow- 
ance is made for house coal supplied to miners free 
or at special prices. 

No alterations or additions were made during the 
quarter ended March, 1923, to the arrangements 
already in operation for the payment of subsistence 
wages to low paid day-wage workers in accordance 
with the provisions of the National Agreement, 
particulars of which are to be found in the ‘‘ Board 
of Trade Journal ’’ of 9th November, 1922 (page 
520). 

ACCIDENTS AT MINES. 

There were 315 persons killed and 1,358 persons 
seriously injured* by accidents in and about coal 
and metalliferous mines during the first quarter of 
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1923. Further particulars are shown in the state- 
ment below :— 


_ Sse snes ——$—_— 


| Number of persons 
kille i 


ee eee 


Quarter ended 


Number of persons 
seriously injured. * 





Place and cause of | 


accident. Quarter ended 

















March, | Dec., |March,|March,| Dec., March, 
| 1923. | 19: 22, | 1922. | 1923. | 1922. | 1922. 
! o = 
Below ground :— J | | 
Explosions of fire-| | | 
damporcoal-dust; 12 | 4]; 24 | 28 40 
Falls of ground ...| 150 | ] ° 126 | 541 529 | 425 
Shaft accidents...) 22 | 4} 12] 82 ie ee 
Haulage accidents; 64 60 ) “i $14)) - 
Miscellaneous ...| 29 | 31 | Bo | 946 272 f _ 
Above ground : | 
On railways, sid-| 71 
ings and tram- i | | 
Ways ... wd SE Oe 22 | 31;, 151 152 
Other surface | | 
accidents ain 15) | | 127 J 
| _ -_ = 
Total .| 313 | 289 | 249 {1,358 [1,311 /1,147 


* Including (a) accidents causing fracture of head or limb, or 
dislocation of limb, or any other serious personal injury, (b) accidents 
caused by explosion of gas or dust, or any other explosive or by 
electricity or by overwinding, and causing any personal injury 
whatever. The number of persons less seriously injured is consider- 
ably greater, but particulars of such accidents are not yet available. 


On 22nd February an explosion of firedamp 
occ usted at the Wheldale Colliery in Yorkshire, 1n- 
volving the death of eight persons, and on 24th 
February eight deaths occurred at the Medomsley 
Colliery in Durham owing to an accident to the pit- 
cage. 

In comparing the totals above, it is necessary to 
bear in mind that since March, 1922, the number of 
persons employed at mines has increased consider- 
ably, and that employment has become more 
regular. The increase in the total number of acci- 
dents is roughly proportionate to these increases in 
the total volume of employment. 

Costs or PRODUCTION AND PROCEEDS. 

The statistical summary of output, and of the cost 
of production, proceeds and profits of the coal min- 
ing industry of Great Britain for the quarter ended 
3ilst December, 1922, has recently been issued (see 
Cmd. 1851), from which the following particulars 
have been taken. Similar particulars for the three 
prec eding quarters are added for comparison :— 


| Costs of Production and Proceeds per 























ton of coal disposable commercially 
during the Quarter ended 
ist | 30th | 30th | ist 
Dec., | Sept., | June, March, 
1922. | 1922, 1922. | 1922. 
Costs of Production— s. a | . & s. d. s. d. 
Wages* . {11 495 {11 448 12 7°39 |13 4:08 
Stores and Timber .. | 2 O87) 2 1°72 2 &77 | 2 6099 
Other Costs (manage- | 
ment, salaries, repairs, 
office and general ex- | 
penses, depreciation, | 
etc.) ... 21164) 3 146 3 308; 3 2-02 
Miners’ Welfare Fund | 
Contributions 0 1:10; 0 1:09 0 1:10); 0 1:10 
Royalties (including the | | 
rental value of free- | 
hold minerals where | 
worked by the - | | 
prietor) ove 0 647 O 643 0 732) 0 7:47 
Total costs ... |17 1:13:17 3:18 19 0°66 /|19 9°66 
Deduct proceeds of | 
miners’ coal ... | O 133; O 1:10 O 1°08 | 0 1°38 
Total (net) costs |16 11°80 17 2-08 18 11°58 |19 8-28 
Proceeds of Commercial | | 
Disposals — .. |18 6:19 18 3°08 18 11°41 {20 9°90 
Balance : 
Debit ewe — | — | 0 O17 — 
Credit 1 639; 1 1:00 -- 1 1°62 











* Tne’ uding ‘subsistence allowances paid to low paid diy -wage 
workers. 
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Since the first quarter of 1922, the total (net) 
costs of production have been reduced by 2s. 848d. 
per ton of coal disposable commercially, while the 
average proceeds of coal disposed of commercially 
have declined by 2s. 3°71ld. per ton in the same 
period, 





THE NETHERLANDS. 


CONFLICTING VIEWS OF THE OUTLOOK. 


Practically every branch of Netherlands industry 
has been affected by foreign competition and the 
loss of buying power on the | part of foreign markets, 
and the pessimists look for worse conditions to 
follow in the current year than have obtained in the 
past. Such forebodings do not seem to take into 
account, however, the apparent advance in pros- 
perity of Western Europe and the United States of 
America, and look too closely at conditions in the 
neighbouring countries and the hinterland, states 
Mr. R. V. Laming, O.B.E., Commercial Secretary 
at The Hague, in his Report* for 1922-3. In sup- 
port of a more cheerful view of the immediate 
future, Mr. Laming advances the _ optimists’ 
opinion that normal conditions of trade in the 
Netherlands could obtain with the stabilisation of 
the currency in Germany. The old trade route 
through the former country could undoubtedly be 
re-established, but is dependent on exchange not 
fluctuating to any greater extent than was normal 
before the war. While the future cannot be pre- 
dicted from present conditions, the actual rate of 
exchange is of no consequence provided it is fairly 
stable. 





Pusiic FINANce. 

The Budget shows a total deficit of 52,008,316 
florins, and with actual economies and prospective 
retrenchments the ordinary expenditure still out- 
strips the estimated revenue. Although the latter 
has kept up at a remarkable level and exceeded the 
previous year by 30 million fls., there are several 
factors which have not sufficiently been emphasised 
in the Explanatory Note to the Budget, and it is 
with a view to this discrepancy that public opinion 
in the country feels that the financial situation is 
full of danger, and that the revenue will decrease 
at a much greater rate than expenditure can be con- 
tracted. 

A loan to consolidate part of the floating debt has 
been authorised, and it has been stated by the Govern- 
ment that this loan for approximately 350 million 
fls. will be the last, but whether this statement can 
be put into effect is as uncertain as the assurance 
that the shortages on the railways and the postal 
and telegraph services will henceforth cease. 

One of the reasons for a pessimistic view of future 
revenue is the fact that direct taxation is based on 
income and capital existing at a previous date, and 
that in the present year the revenue will be based on 
the smaller profits of 1921 and 1922. It should be 
noted that corporation taxation is based on the same 
figures, so that the revenue is strongly affected by 
the prosperity of the country. 

Some satisfaction has been derived in commercial 
circles from the fact that the larger towns have, 
owing to the general decline of prices, been able to 
remain below their estimated expenditure, at the 
same time receiving a higher revenue than was ex- 
pected, due to causes similar to those affecting 
Government revenue, in consequence of which 4 


——— 





* Report on the Economic, Financial and Industrial 
Conditions of the Netherlands, to February, 1923, by Mr. 
R. V. Laming, O.BE., published for the Department of 
Overseas Trade by H.M. Stationery Office. Price 2s. net; 
2s. 1d. post free. 
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decrease in the peicentual rate of taxation has been 
made possible for the future. 

The floating debt of the country at the end of the 
year amounted to 782,924,000 fls., of which 
285,077,000 tls. was for the Colonies. 


(FOVERNMENT LOANS. 


From the Note accompanying the Budget, giving 
the financial position of the country at the begin- 
ning of the year, it is clear that the cash position 
of the country as a whole is not entirely dependent 
on the prosperity of the internal conditions, but 
that large sums are owing by the Administration of 
the Colonies. 

Moreover, foreizn debts also form a large pro- 
portion of the aggregate. It is understood that 
besides a loan of 30 million fls. to France, which 
was accorded when the revolving credit was opened 
to Germany, a sum of 70 million fls., booked to costs 
of internment, is chiefly owed by Belgium and 
Germany. In addition, a credit was opened for the 
purpose of reconstruction of Austria amounting to 
12 million fls., and furthermore, the revolving 
credit—of which the latest available figures state 
that an amount of 30 million fis. was outstanding 
of a total granted of 140 million fls. From the 
general situation of the debtor countries it is clear 
that for the present little hope can be entertained 
of repayment of these amounts, which, with the 
exception of the revolving credit, are Government 
loans. 

In the latter case, however, doubt has arisen in 
the minds of the leading financiers whether the 
terms of the credit agreement have been strictly 
adhered to, and whether—should this not be the 
case—termination of the agreement would not 
relieve the country of a pressing obligation which, 
in their opinion, was undertaken when the effect of 
the measure could not be gauged. Great opposition 
to the scheme is encountered from Dutch industrial 
circles, who feel that facilities are being granted to 
their foreign competitors who already are—owing 
to their peculiar currency conditions—in an excep- 
tionally advantageous position as regards costs of 
production. 

The Government loans issued during 1922 
amounted to 300 million fls., and those for the 
Netherland East Indies to 100 million dols., and the 
most noteworthy feature of these was the departure 
from tradition in the fact that they were issued 
abroad. 

The greater part of these loans was placed in New 
York, although at the end of the year an amount 
of 5 million pounds was issued in London as part 
of a Netherland East Indian loan of which the 
original amount authorised failed to find a market 
in Holland in 1921. 

A considerable portion of these loans issued 
abroad has found its way back to Dutch holders, 
although the latter must have lost severely where 
the rate of exchange between time of issue and the 
present has increased by over 10 per cent. 





BupGeETS ror 1922 anno 1925. 


Provisional figures for the Budget of 1922 showed 
a total expenditure of 887,231,430 fis., of which 
216,576,169 fls. was Extraordinary and 27,201,915 
fs. Crisis. Ordinary Expenditure therefore be- 
ing 643,453,348 fis. against Ordinary Revenue 
191,445 032 fls., leaving an estimated deficit on the 
Ordinary Service of 52,008,316 fls.. as stated above. 

Since the Budget was passed supplementary 
credits of 33,900,000 fls. were granted, and, to- 
gether with other items of minor importance, the 
total figure for increases in expenditure may reach 
214.683 462 fis. 

The actual outcome of the vear 1922 is not yet 
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ascertainable, but the first eight months show an 
increase of revenue over expectations of only 
4,506,218 fls. At the same time tobacco Excise, 
which was expected to produce 18 million fls., up to 
September had produced only 2,610,194 fils. It is, 
however, expected that expenditure will also remain 
below the estimates. 

Without taking into consideration the loss of 33 
million fls. on the Netherlands State railways, for 
which the States is responsible, the deficit for the 
year is estimated by the Minister of Finance at 
between 34 and 35 million fls. 

As regards the figures for 1923 the only heading 
showing an increased expenditure of any import- 
ance is the National Debt Service. The economy 
in the Navy is chiefly found in a reduction of the 
purchase of stores and pilotage vessels; a reduction 
in the personnel and in costs of buildings. For the 
War Department there is a reduction owing to de- 
creased food prices, the cost of rationing, purchase 
of remounts, and reduction in the cost of fodder, 
and of the artillery branch. Moreover, the Air 
Service will cost nearly half a million florins less. 

Among public works the deficit on the Post Office 
is expected to disappear, and further savings are to 
be effected by reducing the engineering works in 
connection with waterways. The costs of civil avia- 
tion will be reduced, but a larger sum is required 
for railways, chiefly caused by the advances made 
to tramways in Limburg. As regards industry and 
commerce, the expenses of the State mines are esti- 
mated at 1°8 million fls. less. 

A saving is also expected on labour insurance of 
nearly 5 million fls., including a reduction in the 
cost of old age pensions, and a further 2 million fls. 
or so 1s expected to be saved in the cost of allevia- 
ting unemployment, several subsidies having 
already either been reduced or suspended. The 
chief reason for the increased expenditure under 
education is attributable to secondary education and 
pensions. 

The increase in the National Debt is due to the 
interest requirements of 1922 loans, amounting to 
18 million fls. 

The total revenue is expected to amount to 
581,906,504 fils., of which 14,210,078 fls. is Extra- 
ordinary, which leaves 567,696,426 fls. Ordinary, 
being 23,748,606 fis. less than the estimate for 
1922. 

The Budget estimates for 1923 may be summar- 
ised as follows :— 


Ordinary. | Extraordinary. Crisis. Total 


FI. Fl, 5 
183,999,125 3,828,700 808,224,831 
14,210,078 581.906.5504 








FI. 
Expenditure 620,397,008 
Revenue 567,696,426 


Deficit ... 52.700. 582 





$828,700 226,318,327 


169,789,044 


Irom these figures it is evident that the Ordinary 
Service will show a deficit of 52,700,000 fls., which 
will be reduced by 10 million fls. from the Sinking 
Fund of the War Loans. 


PRIVATE FINANCE. 


The financial situation of the Netherlands during 
the past year so reacted on the conditions in sur- 
rounding countries that the slightest change was 
immediately felt, the result being a permanent 
state of uncertainty and a divergence of views and 
opinions as to the future. The only safe course 
under these circumstances was adopted by bankers, 
who had already commenced withdrawing credit 
facilities at the end of 1921 and continued to do so 
during 1922; in some cases a policy which caused 
disastrous results, as may be judged from the 
number of bankruptcies exceeding any previous 
record. 
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On the other hand, the stringency ef credit was 
also the reason for some disasters amongst the lead- 
ing banks, one of which was forced to liquidate, 
without, however, causing losses to depositors, as 
these were guaranteed by two other banks to which 
the business was transferred; but the circumstance 
involved many industrial concerns. A second large 
bank, although not forced to liquidate, reduced its 
capital to 40 per cent. and issued preferential shares 
to bankers who had come to their assistance. 

In financial circles the Netherlands Bank was 
blamed for having during the prosperous times after 
the war carried on a policy of rationing credits in- 
stead of raising discount rates. The rationing is 
now said to have been far from efficient, and it may 
be deduced from the fact that in both failures 
creditors were guaranteed at the instigation and by 
support of the Netherlands Bank that the latter 
partly realised its mistake. 

In some cases banks feeling insecure bought in 
their own shares to keep the market up, with the 
result that the remaining shareholders found them- 
selves heavily involved. The situation of the re- 
maining large banks in the country may be con- 
sidered secure, although branches abroad, especi- 
ally in South America, have been far from 
successful. 

The continued depreciation of the mark and the 
steady flow of German investments into the country 
has not been sufficient for many Dutch investors to 
maintain their confidence in the currency of their 
own country, especially as social legislation and the 
state of Dutch industries did not appear to hold out 
hopes of a bright future. Purchasers of sterling in 
many cases were manufacturers with surplus working 
capital owing to cessation or reduction of operations 
who endeavoured to find securities which would at 
least keep their capital intact. The rise in this cur- 
rency has benefited them largely, whereas investors 
in dollar securities have had to bear a loss of 10 per 
cent. and more. 


COMPANIES REGISTERED IN 1922. 


The Articles of 1277 new limited liability com- 
panies were registered in the ‘* Government 
Grazette,’’ which is only 182 less than in 1921, and 
would still appear considerable did not the figures 
of capitalisation prove that the total capital in- 
volved was scarcely one-third of that in the previous 
year. 


BANKRUPTCIES. 


The bankruptcies during the past year show the 
terrible crisis through which the trade of the coun- 
try has been passing, every line of business having 
been affected. Their number was 3,403, as com- 
pared with 2,264 in the previous year, 1,491 in 
1920, and 1,092 in 1919. The smallest number of 
recent years was that of 1917, viz., 891. 

It may be noted here that of the shipping com- 
panies formed during the war only one is still in 
existence. 


AGRICULTURAL CONDITIONS. 


The position of agricultural interests in the coun- 
try has been far from flourishing, and, with the 
exception of an increased export of livestock and a 
maintenance of the price of cheese at nearly double 
pre-war levels, the future looks unfavourable. 

Wages and rents have not yet reached pre-war 
level, and in the case of the former it is not ex- 
pected that this level will ever be attained, the 
present rates being 150 per cent. higher than in 
1913. In the latter case rentals were much increased 
during the prosperous days of the war and now 
amount to an average of 100 fils. more per hectare, 
and although legislation has been contemplated to 
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obtain reductions no actual steps have yet been 
taken. 

The price of grain stands in close relationship to 
that of foreign imported, so that cultivators of 
500,000 hectares—which is approximately the area 
so planted—were bound to feel the considerable 
drop in the world’s prices. Other important crops, 
comprising an area nearly as large as that devoted 
to cereals, of which there is a surplus available for 
export, are dependent on the world’s demands. Of 
these about 30,000 hectares are market gardens 
(exclusive of cabbages and potatoes) and 26,000 
hectares orchards, the balance being devoted to 
sugar beets, potatoes both for home consumption 
and manufacturing purposes, other fodder and food, 
including commercial produce such as flax and 
seeds. 

As much of this latter produce in the shape of 
vegetables, cabbages, early potatoes, etc., has 
always been marketed in Germany, the depreciation 
of the latter’s currency has greatly affected the 
position of the producer. The condition of the crops 
during the year was generally fair to average. 

Taxation is weighing heavily on the farmer, as 
this is not solely based on profits but also on land 
values. 

Weather conditions during the year have not 
been unfavourable although wet weather was much 
experienced. The short frost in (ctober was not 
sufficient to cause any damage, but it is feared that 
the winter conditions which did not set in till late 
in February, 1923, will not be beneficial, as the 
temperate conditions during the beginning of the 
winter had brought on premature development. 

[t can hardly be supposed that cheese prices can be 
maintained at a level of nearly 100 per cent. over 
pre-war figures. On the other hand, the home con- 
sumption of this article has become so large that 
imports of foreign cheese can take place successfully 
if the public taste be accustomed to the change. 

Several Dutch beet sugar factories were closed 
down, which may be solely ascribed to the fact that 
the principal sugar producers are now grouped in 
the Central Sugar Company which has a working 
agreement with the Co-operative Beet Producers 
Sugar factories. From this vear’s operations 
275,000 tons of sugar may be expected, which still 
is 50,000 tons over and above the total require- 
ments of the country, including the exports of any 
sugar-containing articles. 


INDUSTRIAL POSITION. 


Netherland industries passed through an anxious 
time during the last year, and repeated efforts to 
stem competition from countries with depreciated 
currencies were made. Although there have been 
numerous cuts in wages it is generally thought that 
a level has not yet been reached at which compett- 
tion with surrounding countries is possible. More- 
over, although the 45-hour working week was aban- 
doned for a 48-hour week by the enactment of a Bill 
amending the Labour Act of 1919, and at the same 
time certain facilities were given for overtime work, 
the complaint is still general that under the circun- 
stances economy is not served by this restraint on 
activity. 

The past year has made it practically impossible 
for manufacturers to frame a policy, and the feel- 
ing of insecurity was worse at the end than at the 
beginning. Opinions differed widely as to future 
prospects. In the meantime, however, political 
events in Germany have altered the aspect, and 
until the effect on Germany can be gauged the 
Dutch manufacturer will have to remain uncertail 
of his line of action. 

From the beginning of June till the middle 0 
October the total unemployed was about 72 pe 
cent., and of partial unemployed about 2 per cent., 
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, marked increase taking place from that date for- 
ward, a percentage of 85 and 2°2 being reached at 
the end of October, 9°5 in the middle of November, 
107 at the end of November, 11°5 in the middle of 
December; partial unemployment having increased 
to 27 per cent.; and 12°8 and 3 per cent. at the 
end of December. 

Regarding the class of unemployment, it should 
be noted that these figures are only published for 
such unemployed as appear as members of unions in 
a certain number ot branches of industry, the total 
number so dealt with being 332,135 labourers ; un- 
employment returns for seated labourers not being 
available. 

IMPORTS AND Exports: TRADE WITH THE UNITED 
KINGDOM. 


Total imports mto the Netherlands during the 
past year amounted to a value of 2,026 million fls., 
against 2,240 million fls. in 1921, and exports from 
the Netherlands to 1,221 million fls. and 1,396 
willion fis. respectively. Imports from Great 
Britain amounted to 828 million fls., exports to 
Great Britain to 307 million fls. 1922, against 
318 million fls. and 357 million fils. respectively in 
1921. These figures show a slightly more favourable 
situation than in the two previous years. 

[Imports call for little comment. Though in the 
years since the war frozen meat had found a way 
to this market it has since decreased in popularity, 
firstly, owing to the lower prices for home killed 
meat, and, secondly, owing to the popularity of 
chilled meat which has been imported largely from 
Denmark. 

Coal imports have decreased with the exception of 
that imported from Great Britain. At the same 
time Holland has been supplying its neighbours. 

British yarns and cotton textiles have held their 
own, but in woollen and half-woollen cloth there 
has been a considerable increase in the imports from 
Germany, which also holds a great share in the 
imports of knitted goods as well as ready-made 
clothing. 

In one branch German imports especially predomi- 
nated, and in comparing the values of boots and 
footwear supplied the complaints made by Dutch 
manufacturers are fully justified, and that not only 
have they lost their export market but that the 
home market is being wrested from them by imports 
from countries with low currencies. 

The figures for motor cars show that British 
manufacturers are not able to meet the competition 
of Continental makes. As regards Germany and 
the United States this inability 1S undoubtedly due 
to price difference, and although this feature is also 
present with respect to Be lvian, French, and Italian 
cars this price difference is not of such great im- 
portance in the latter case, but where they are con- 
structed for the bad continental roads their popu- 
sity is greater. Exceptions, of course, exist in the 
shape of the best known British makes, although 
these are naturally only within the reach of the very 
wealthiest inhabitants. 

_In the case of motor cycles, the state of the roads 
is responsible for the great popularity of the 
American heavyweight. The great popularity of 
tvcles imported from Germany is solely due to price 
difference, as the reliability and appearance of 
British makes are recognised in preference to all 
Continental, including the native product. Again 
price difference alone can account for the fact that 
machinery imports from Germany are practically 
the only saleable ones in this country for the pre- 
sent, but Mr. Laming has no doubt that when stab- 
llity is ; again attained for the currenc v British pro- 
duce will gain in favour. 

The general aspect of exports from the countrv 
ls less unfavourable than might be expected. It is 
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true that a number of stable exports have been re- 
duced in value, but at the same time costs of pro- 
duction cannot be the same as in the previous year, 
and the pre-war level is slowly being reached. 

Produce of industries which formerly might be 
considered specifically Dutch has in some cases been 
entirely superseded abroad and partly so at home by 
imports from countries with depreciated currencies, 
the more salient cases being. the cigar, boot, and 
ready-made clothing industries. 

Cigar exports which in 1919 still amounted to 
9,960 tons, with a value of 42 million fis., and in 
the successive years 1920 and 1921 dwindled to 1,670 
tons, value 9°8 million fls., and 720 tons, value 3°9 
million fis., in 1922 increased in quantity to 825 
tons, but were much reduced in value, namely, to 
35 million fis. 

On the other hand imports and exports of cigar- 
ettes have both decreased, the total imports for 192] 
being 3,550 tons, value 9 940.000 fis.. of which the 
United Kingdom supplied 1,840 tons, 6,020,000 fis. , 
which figures in 1922 were reduced to 570 tons and 
850,000 fls. and 170 tons and 170,000 fils. respec- 
tively. 

The value of the fruit and pulp exported decreased 
from 124 million fils. to 9 million fls., and must be 
chiefly ascribed to the loss of the German market for 
much of the hard fruit. Values of exports of vege- 
tables dropped from 28 million fls. to 20 million fis. 
The same may be said of potatoes, the value of ex- 
ports dropping from 82 million fls. to 17 million fis. 

On the other hand, the value of the exports of 
bulbs, shrubs, and plants was maintained at the 
same level as the previous year. A slight revival 
was noticeable in the value of the exported moss 
litter, which in the years before the war was of great 
importance as an article of export. 

That the importance of Dutch coal mines is 
slightly increasing may be derived from the fact 
that exports of coal rose from 557,000 tons to 
1,242,000 tons, valued at 128 million fls. and 218 
million fls. respectively. The value of coke exports 
rose from 34 million fls. to 7 million fls. in 1922, 
and the value of _ exported briquettes increased 
from 760,000 fils. to 1,300,000 fis. 

Other increases are shown in the value and quan- 
tities of artificial fertilisers manufactured in the 
country, and scrap iron, of which the value rose 
from 2:9 million fils. to 86 million fls., and the 
quantity from 80,000 to 256,000 tons. 

An increased export of zinc, especially to the 
United Kingdom, took place, from 1:2 million fis. 
to 5 million fls. 

The most satisfactory feature from the pont of 
view of the nation’s prosperity is the steady resump- 
tion of exports of agricultural produce and live- 
stock. The latter especi: illy shows an enormous in- 
crease for the previous vear, the value of cattle ex- 
ported alive rising from 7 million fls. to 23°7 million 
fis. in 1922; of sheep from 07 aiiilen fis. to 31 
million fls.; lambs from 0°12 million fls. to 0°73 
million fls.; poultry from 0°191 million fls. to 0337 


million fls.; live pigs and horses alone decreasing. 


Britisu TrapE SovGnt. 


It is slowly becoming more apparent that, not- 
withstanding the commercial depression, there 1s a 
growing tendency to obtain supplies on the British 
markets. The reasons for this change are various, 
but are chiefly attributable to the gradual decline 
in prices of British produce, with a simultaneous 
upward tendency in quotations from countries with 
depreciated currencies, and to the fact that manu- 
facturers in such countries are constantly dis- 
appointing their customers by delays in delivery 
and the instability of their prices. 

At the time of writing, states Mr. Laming, the 
effect of the occupation of the Ruhr had not yet 
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been felt in this country, although there was a con- 
siderable stagnation in both rail and transport 
traftic. However, there seems to be no doubt that 
on stabilisation or a rise of the mark this market 
will be more open to British trade, which will have 
the advantage of firm quotations ‘and steady deli- 
veries. Promptness in carrying out of ai will 
stimulate the Dutch buyer’s activities even though 
he may have to pay slightly higher prices. 


TREND OF PRICES AND TRADE OUTLOOK. 


A review of conditions confirms the general down- 
ward tendency of prices and reveals the effects of the 
depreciated currency in neighbouring countries. A 
notable fact is that ordinary trade through the ports, 
such as Amsterdam and Rotterdam, has “age ie 
reduced; the volume of cargo not in bulk, , all 
manner of piece-goods, handled in the caatt of 
Rotterdam has dropped one-sixth of its pre-war 
volume. This obviously does not only involve the 
carrying trade, but also warehousing companies, 
merchants, banks, insurance companies, and others. 
A revival, therefore, of this trade is entirely depen- 
dent on the purchasing power of the hinterland, and 
the natural funnel will not regain its prosperity 
until conditions in the hinterland are stabilised. 

It is of great advantage that the country’s pro- 
sperity is not solely due to its own activities; but 
also to profits derived from its colonies, of which the 
plantation produce is not sold only to the hinterland 
but finds a market all over the world. 

Drawbacks to Dutch prosperity are the undoubted 
high costs of living and heavy overhead expendi- 
ture. The postal tariff compared with pre-war 
figures shows enormous percentual rises; the 
Minister of Finance in his Explanatory Note to the 
Budget admitted that 35 per cent. of the nation’s 
income was absorbed by taxation, and this, coupled 
with the burdens laid upon them by social legis- 
lation for the benefit of employees, as well as ‘the 
restrictions of the Labour Act, is making conditions 
difficult for all employers and traders. 





WHOLESALE PRICES IN GERMANY. 


OFFICIAL INDEX NUMBER. 


The renewed decline in the exchange value of the 

mark during the latter part of April was reflected in 
“hy ae ; ; sa 

a substantial rise of commodity prices. The Official 

Index Number of Wholesale Prices published in 

‘* Wirtschaft und Statistik ’’ represents the course 

of prices during April, and of monthly average 
prices during the past three months as follows :— 





AVERAGE PRICES oF YEAR 1913 = 1. 


25th | 14th 5th |Av.for Av.for | Av. for 
Group. April, | April, | April, | April, March,| Feb., 
1923. | 1923. | 1923. | 1923. | 1923. | 1923. 


























I. Cerealsand Potatoes) 3994°2) 3243°8) 3147°6; 3473°0 2802°7| 3813°9 
II. Fats, Sugar, Meat 
and Fish.. 5124°3| 4496°9) 4348°3) 4801°6 4375°1) 4810°2 
III. Coffee, Cocoa, Hops, 
etc. 7197°O| 5526°1| 5292°2) 5916°6 5208°4| 7580°5 
IV. Hidesand Leather.. 6903°7| 5663°8) 5384°2) 6566°3 5673°5) 7547°8 
ws Textiles i }11119°5) 8631°3) 8614°0, 9692°6 8932°7,11078°8 
VI. Metals and Petrol- | | 
eum ...| 7658°7) 5640°3) 5710°9) 6345°9 5982°0) 7385°3 
VII. Coal and Iron ..-| 7445°7! 7264°9) 7264°9) 7308°9 7987" 4) 287°5 
Total (all goods) _ stale 4923°4) 4844°4) 5211°6 4888°2) 5584°7 
Imported goods ... _...| 8722°6| 6698-9] 6622°7| 7465-9 6815-9) 8796°4 
German goods... bed wees 4568°3) 4488°8) 4760°7 4502°6) 4942°4 





As is usual when a sharp fall occurs in the ex- 
change value of the mark, prices of imported goods 
responded more rapidly ‘than prices of goods of 
German origin. An increase occurred between 5th 
and 25th April in each separate group of commodi- 
ties, ‘the advance being relatively least in the case 
of coal and iron and relatively greatest in the case 
of coffee, cocoa, etc., and metals and petroleum. 
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Notes on Trade. 








[While every care is exercised to ensure the accuracy of 
any explanatory articles or notes relating to Acts, Regula- 
tions, Orders, etc., publisied in the ‘‘ Journal,’ it must be 
understood that such explanations are necessarily in the 
nature of summaries, and cannot be quoted as authoritative 
legal interpretations of the text of the documents them- 


selves. | 





DAIRY PRODUCE AT THE BRITISH EMPIRE 
EXHIBITION. 


The Director of United Kingdom Exhibits states 
that applications for space would need to be received 
quickly, as the Management must shortly proceed 
to determine the limits of the Food Section in the 
Palace of Industry, for which heavy application had 
already been received. 





ELECTRICITY SUPPLY IN CANADA. 


According to a report just received by the High 
Commissioner for Canada in London from. the 
Dominion Bureau of Statistics at Ottawa, central 
electric stations in the Dominion generated for sale 
and distributed during 1921 an aggregate of 
5,614,132,000 kilowatt hours, at an average charge 
to the consumer of slightly over three-quarters of a 
cent per kilowatt hour. 

Over 97 per cent. of this electrical energy was 
generated by water power. ‘The total amount of 
capital employed in the central electric stations of 
Canada on 3lst December, 1921, was 484,669,451] 
dols., which figure represents an increase of 8 per 
cent. during the year. Revenues increased in 192] 
by 12 per cent., aggregating 75,376,580 dols., while 
operating expenses increased wd 4 per cent. The 

number of employees was 10,714, the total pay roll 
amounting to 15,234,678 dols. 

The pole line mileage was 21,714, of which 7,928 
miles were used for transmission and 13,792 miles 
for distribution. There was a 4 per cent. increase 
in mileage during the year. The number of sub- 
scribers or customers in 1921 was 143,150 for com- 
mercial power and light, and 830,062 for private 
houses. 


The total number of central electric stations in 
Canada in 1921 was 857, of which 259 were 
hydraulic and 251 were fuel stations; there were 
also 347 non-generating plants. Water wheels and 
turbines numbered 604, of a _ total horsepower 
amounting to 1,826,357; steam reciprocating 
engines totalled 187, their horsepower aggregating 
45,450, and there were 43 steam turbines of 90,705 
horsepower; gas and oil engines used for electricity 
supply numbered 203, of 15,345 horsepower. 





UNITED STATES BUSINESS CONDITIONS. 


The representative in London of the Irving Bank- 
Columbia Trust Company, New York, has_ been 
advised by cable that conditions in the woollen and 
worsted trades are very encouraging, but that silk 
goods, leather and leather goods are dull, while 
prices continue downward in rubber and spot jute. 
Building activity is declining. Cotton goods and 
wholesale trade conditions are irregular. April 
cotton consumption was 577,000 bales. April gold 
exports from the United States totalled 655,000 
dols., and imports 9,188,000 dols. According to the 
Department of Commerce, April exports totalled 34! 
million dols., and imports 402 million dols. Ford 
production was 6,615 cars daily. 
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Exhibitions and Fairs. 


OF FOREIGN SAMPLES AT 

GLASGOW. 

By collaboration with the Chamber of Commerce 
at Glasgow a comprehensive exhibition of foreign 
samples. will be staged in the McLellan Galleries, 
Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow, on Wednesday, Thurs- 
day and Friday, 30th and 31st May and Ist June. 
The Corporation of the City of Glasgow is always 
ready to place one of its many public halls at the 
service of the Chamber of Commerce for these exhi- 
bhitions, for the benefit of the commercial com- 
munity of the district, and the upper hall of the 
McLellan Galleries has again been loaned free of 
cost for this purpose. 

The samples on view touch practically all the 
commercial activities of the South of Scotland, and 
will probably number between 3,000 and 4,000 
items, representing the classes of goods in demand 
in about 50 different overseas markets. The follow- 
ing is a summary ot the principal exhibits :— 

Toilet and Household Soaps, Brushes, Cotton and W oollen 
Piece-goods, Linen Handkerchiefs, Collars and Shirts, 
Hosiery, Underwear and Knitted Goods, Stationery, 
Knamelled ware and Aluminium ware, Furnishing Fabrics, 
Sports Goods, Tools, Glues, Pastes and Paints, Pottery, 
Ropes, Twines and Saitlcloth, Fancy Leather Goods, Heavy 
Leather Goods, Files, C utlery and Flatware, Sewing Cotton 
and Yarns, Boots and Shoes, Shawls and Head-dresses, Hats 
and Caps, Lace, Braids and Trimmings, Bedstead Mounts 
and Coffin Furniture. 

In order to supply information to the Glasgow 
industries for which no samples have been received, 
especially for the electrical and engineering trades, 
foreign trade catalogues dealing with the following 
industries will be available for inspection :— 

Electrical Plant, Appliances and Machinery, Garden 
Sprayers, Optical Goods, Perambulators, Wire Ropes, 
Adding and Calculating Machines, Safes, Surgical Instru- 
ments, Machine Tools, and Machinery of interest to about 
24 different industries. 

Cards of invitation are being issued by the 
Department of Overseas Trade to about 2,000 firms 
whose names have wo supplied by the Glasgow 
Chamber of Commerce, from which Chamber at 7, 
West George Street. additional information respect- 


ing the Exhibition can be obtained. 





EXHIBITION 


_— 
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EXHIBITION OF 
biC., AT 





SUGAR MACHINERY, 
DURBAN. 


The Department of Overseas Trade has been 
informed by H.M. Trade Commissioner for South 
Africa that an Exhibition of modern’ sugar 


recently in 


machinery and appliances was _ held 
African 


Durban under the auspices of the South 
Sugar Association. 

The Exhibition was very successful, there being a 
considerable number of exhibiting firms amongst 
which British firms were well represented. The 
stands presented many interesting features and con- 
tained new appliances for the better conduct of the 
sugar industry. No charges were made either for 
stand space or admission. 

It is probable that a similar 
held next year. 


“xhibition will be 





FORTHCOMING FAIRS. 





UNITED KINGDOM. 


INTERNATIONAL MINING EXHIBITION— 


Royal Agricultural Hall, June Ist-14th. Apply :—43, 


Essex Street, Strand, London, W.C. 2. 

Cuemists’ ExuiBiItion (25TH)— 
Central Hall, Westminster, S.W.1. June 18th-22nd. 
Apply, The Manager, Chemists’ Exhibition, 194, 


Bishopsgate, London, E.C. 2. 


InrennaTionaL Horse SHOow— 


Olympia, June 23rd-30th. 
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Hutt HEALTH AND SANITATION EXHIBITION— 
July dUth-August 4th. iu connection with the Thirty- 
Fuurth Congress of Lhe Koyal Sanitary Institute (u,. 
Buckingham Palace Road, London, 38.W. 1). 
TWENTY-SEVENTH LNYERNATIONAL BaKEKS’ AND CONFECTIONERS’ 
EXxHIBITION— 
Royal Agricultural Hall, September 8th-l4th. Organ- 
ised by H. S. Rogers, bsq., ‘lrades’ Markets and Exhi- 
bitions, Ltd., 31, Queen Victoria Street, London, E.C. 4. 
CHEMISTS’ EXHIBI11UN (20TH)— 


St. Andrew’s Hall, Glasgow. September 17th-22nd. 
Apply, The Manager, Chemists’ Exhibition, 194, 
Bishopsgate, London, E.C. 2. 


Seconp ANNUAL Domestic EcoNoMy anp TRapEs ExHIsITION— 
Town Hall, Middlesbrough, September 21st-October 6th. 
Apply :—Northern Counties Trades Exhibitions, Royal 
Chambers, Midland Street, Hull. 

TWENTY-SEVENTH INTERNATIONAL Grocers’, ETC., EXHIBITION— 
Royal Agricultural Hall, September 22nd-28th. Organ- 
ised by H. S. Rogers, Esq., Trades’ Markets and Exhi- 


bitions, Ltd., 31, Queen Victoria Street, London, 
E.C. 4 

INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES EXHIBITION— 
Leeds, September 24th-October 6th. Organised by 
Universal Exhibitions, Ltd., 22-24, Great Portland 
Street, London, W. 1 

LONDON MepIcAL ExuisiTion (13TH)— 
Central Hall, Westminster, S.W.1. October Ist-5th. 


Apply, The Manager, London Medical Exhibition, 194, 
Bishopsgate, London, E.C. 2. 

SHok AND LEATHER Farr— 
Royal Agricultural Hall, October 8th-12th. Organised 
by ‘‘ Shoe 7. Leather Record,’’ 23-28, Fleet Street, 
London, E.C 

LEICESTER ‘TEXTILE re 

BITION— 

Junior Training Halls, 


YaRNS AND Fasrics Exn1- 


October 10th-20th. Organised 


by the ‘‘ Textile Recorder.’’ Apply to :—121, Deans- 
gate, Manchester. 

Cycte AND Moror Cycite SHow— 
Olympia, October 15th-20th. (From 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
daily.) Apply to :—Secretary, The Towers, Warwick 


Road, Coventry. 
OVERSEAS. 


TIENTSIN INDUSTRIAL EXHIBITION— 
April 8th-October 10th. 
ForrRe DE Paris (15TH NATIONAL SAMPLE Farr)— 
May 10th-25th. Detailed information can be obtained 
on application to the French Commercial Office, 153, 
Queen Victoria Street, London, E.C. 4. 
SrxTH INTERNATIONAL SAMPLES IF AIR— 
Valencia, May 10th-25th. Apply for space to the 
Secretario General de la Feria Muestrario-Embajador 
Vich 7, Apartadu de Correos, 132, Valencia. Regula- 
tions (in Spanish) can be seen at the Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8S.W. 1. 
Maprip CoMMERCIAL Fair— 
May 14th-June 4th. Regulations, etc., 
the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, 
Street, London, S.W. 1. 
ANTWERP INTERNATIONAL ExnHisITION OF Domestic HyGiena 
(FoopsTuFFs, ETC.)— 
May 19th-June 10th. Apply to:—M. Jos. Verhulst, 
Palais de Glace, 9, Rue de la Santé, Antwerp. 
BARCELONA INTERNATIONAL FURNISHING EXHIBITION— 
May-June. Particulars obtainable from Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1. 
TuRnIN PHOTOGRAPHIC AND CINEMATOGRAPH EXHIBITION— 
May and June. Apply to:—Chamber of Commerce, 
Turin. 
GOTHENBURG JUBILEE EXxHIBITION— 
May-September. 
INTERNATIONAL AUTOMOBILE EXHIBITION— 
May 9th-June 12th. 
INTERNATIONAL AVIATION EXHIBITION— 
July 20th-August 12th. 
INTERNATIONAL CITIES AND TOWN PLANNING EXHIBITION— 
July 27th-August 12th. 
INTERNATIONAL Motor Cycie Races— 
August 6th-12th. 
SCHEVENINGEN Sports AND TOURING ExHIBITION— 
June Ist-11th. 
Forke pe Brest et ve v’Ovest pe tA FRANCE— 
Brest. June Ist-15th. Application forms (in French) 
may be obtained from the Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 
Revat INDUSTRIAL AND AGRICULTURAL Farr— 
June 2nd-llth. Copies of regulations and application 
forms mav be had on application to the Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1. 
Borpgaux Sampuies Farr— 
June 15th-30th. 
Bordeanx. 
Hevsincsrors INTERNATIONAL SaMPLEes Farrn— 
July Ist-6th. For comb‘ned British exhibit apply to 
Federation of British Industries, 39, St. James’ Street, 
London, S.W. 1. 





may be seen at 
Old Queen 


Apply :—7, Rue du Maréchal-Joffre. 
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DuRBAN AGRICULTURAL AND INDUSTRIAL SHOW— 
July 3rd-tth. Apply to Durban and Coast Society of 
Agriculture and industry, 399, Smith Street, Box 503, 
Durban, South Africa. 

Hawera, N.Z., Exuisition or British Goops— 
July 3rd-7th. Apply :—Organising Secretary, L. O. 
Hooker, Esq., P.U. Box 99, Hawera, N.Z. 

San SepasTIAN (SPAIN) SaMPLEs FarR— 
July 15th-3lst. 


Rica INTERNATIONAL INDUSTRIAL AND AGRICULTURAL ExuI- 


BITION— 
July 22nd-August 5th. Application forms are available 
either at the Latvian Legation or at the Department of 
Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. 

New York Nationa MERCHANDISE FarR— 
July 23rd-August 3rd. Application forms are available 
on application to Department of Overseas Trade, 35, 
Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1. 

BaNDOENG TRADE FarR AND First INTERNATIONAL AIRCRAFT 

ExPosITIion— 

July 28th-August 12th. Organised by Vereeniging hed- 
Ind. Jaarbeurs, Gevestigd te Bandoeng, Java. 
SournaBaya TRADE Farr— 
July 28th-August 12th. 
Ligce EXHIBITION OF WORKMEN’S DWELLINGS AND FURNITURE. 
July-August. Apply to: Communal Authorities, Liége. 
Bayonne-BiarRRitz EXHIBITION— 
July-September. Apply to :—Hotel de Ville, Bayonne. 
Moscow AGRICULTURAL EXHIBITION AND FarR— 
August-September. Apply to Secretary, London Com- 
mittee, Moscow Agricultural Exhibition, Soviet House, 
49, Moorgate, London, E.C. 2. 
MADAGASCAR INTERNATIONAL COMMERCIAL FarR— 
Antananarivo. August 15th-September 15th. 
Swepisnw Trapde Farr— 
Gothenburg, August 20th-26th. 


CANADIAN NATIONAL EXHIBITION— 
Toronto. August 25th-September &th. 
For official Propaganda and Samples Bureau (space 
free) apply to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, 
Old Queen Street, London, 8.W. 1. 
For stand space, apply to the Secretary, Canadian 
National Exhibition, Lumsden Building, ‘Toronto. 
LJUBLJANA (LAIBACH) INTERNATIONAL TRADE FAIR— 
September Ist-10th. 
NAMuR COMMERCIAL FatrR— 
September Ist-l7th. Apply to: 
Boulevard Cauchy, Namur. 
NORWEGIAN Sampres Farr (4TH) — 
Christiania, September 2nd-9th. 
PRAGUE INTERNATIONAL SAMPLE FAIR— 
September 2nd-9th. Apply to:—United Kingdom 
Agent, 26, Gloucester Road, London, N.W. 1. 
Trieste INTERNATIONAL SAMPLE Farn— 
September 3rd-24th. 
FourtH Swiss EXHIBITION OF AGRICULTURE AND Foop 
INDUSTRIES— 
Lausanne, September 8&th-23rd. 
Turtn INTERNATIONAL PATENTS AND INDUSTRIAL IMPROVEMENTS 
EXHIBITION— 
September &th-30th. Apply to :—Direzione Generale, 
Via Carlo Alberto, 11, Torino. 
CoNGRESS AND EXHIBITION OF FisHINa INDUSTRY— 
Boulogne, September 9th-16th. 
JOTHENBURG HORTICULTURAL EXHIBITION (5TH)— 
September 14th-23rd. 
Lyons INTERNATIONAL TrmMBER EXHIBITION— 
September 16th-30th. 
NapLes INTERNATIONAL INDUSTRIES FAIR— 
September 16th-30th. 
INTERNATIONAL Datry CoNnGRESS— 
October. 426, Star Building, Washington, D.C. 
Parts AUTOMOBILE ExHIBITION— 
First Section—Non-commercial Cars and Accessories. 
October 4th-14th. 
Second Section—Commercial Cars and Accessories. 
October 24th-November 2nd. 
AMSTERDAM INTERNATIONAL Gas EXHIBITION— 
October 13th-November Ilth. Organised by the 
Amsterdam Municipal Authorities. For rules apply to 
the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, S.W. 1. 
Bugnos Arres AUTOMOBILE EXHIBITION— 
November. Organised by ‘‘ Automovil Club Argen- 
tino,’’ Buenos Aires, Argentina. 
Uruauayan Inbustrizs ExHIsITIoN— 
Montevideo, December. Apply to Camara de Indus- 
trias, Calle Treinta y Tres, No. 1327, Montevideo. 


Administration, 21, 





[Nore.—The above list is not intended to include all forth- 
coming Fairs and Exhibitions throughout the world, but only 
te cover some of the more important ones, especially those of 
interest to the British manufacturer. Information regarding 
Exhibitions and Fairs other than those mentioned above is on 
file and may be obtained on application to the Exhibitions and 
Fairs Division, Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, S.W. 1.] 


Imperial and Foreign 
Trade. 


BRITISH EMPIRE. 


AUSTRALIA. 
MANUFACTURING PROGRESS. 


(From H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner.) 
MELBOURNE. 











The following statistics have been issued by the Common. 
wealth Statistician in regard to Australian manufacturing indus. 


tries in 1919-20, 1920-21, and 1921-22 :— 


















































Particulars. 1919-20. | 1920-21. | 1921-22, 
Number of factories = 16,971 17,113 18,018 
Persons employed : | | 

Males ... ie ee 280.514 292,200 293.786 
Females... 96,220 94,439 | 101,237 
——- — > | — 
Total ... se 376,734 386,639 | 395, 023 
£ { | £ 
Value of land, buildings, | 
plant and machinery ... | 113,017,165 | 129,486,738 | 145,422,214 
Salaries and wages paid : | 
Males ... see vee 45,243,572 | 55,058,925 | 98,771,815 
Females... en -» | 6,871,986 7,872,793 | 9,122,449 
Total 52,115,558 | 62,931,718 | 67,894,264 
Average salariesand wages : 
Males... _ sk 169 198 | 210 
Females.. en mv 72 | 4 | 9] 
ns a : 
Total ... mee 144 169 | 179 
v - *. sr _ ge: -_— —_ | “ig 
Value of materials used... | 187,722,877 | 205,866,282 | 190,147,621 
Value of output ... -» | 292,536,608 | 524,586,519 | 319,827,915 


Value of production (value 
aided in process of | | 
manufacture) ... + | 104,813,731 | 118,720,237 | 


)O £70 BOY 
129,679,892 





BRITISH INDIA. 





OVERSEAS TRADE IN 1922-23. 
(From the Officer in Charge for H.M, Senior Trade 
Commissioner.) 
CALCUTTA, 
The trade returns of British India for tne month of 
March, 1923, showed, as compared with the preceding 
month, an increase in the values of exports and re-exports 
combined with a decrease in the value of imports. The 
value of the exports of Indian produce and manufactures 
surpassed even the record figure of the preceding month, and 
amounted to Rs. 31,20 lakhs in March, 1923, the highest 
figure ever recorded, and re-exports increased by Rs. 4 
lakhs. The imports of private merchandise totalled Rs. 
18,54 lakhs, and showed a decrease of Rs. 82 lakhs. Thi 
comparison of the trade figures for March, 1923, and the 
twelve months from April, 1922, to March, 1923, with those 
for the preceding month and the corresponding periods of 
last year is as follows: — 
Increase (+) or decrease (—) 


Month of Month of in March, 1923, com- 
March, 1923. February, 1923. pared with February, 1923. 


Rs. (lakhs). Rs. (lakhs). Rs. (laklis). Per cent. 
Imports...... 18,54 19,36 — 2 — 42 
Exports...... 31,20 30,60 + 60 + 20 
Re-exports... 1,44 1,00 + 44 + 44°0 


Month of Increase (+)or decrease (—) 


March, in March, 1923, compared 
1923. 1922. with March, 1922. 

Rs (lakhs). Rs. (lakhs). Ris. (lakhs). Per cent. 

Imports...... 18,54 21,49 — 2.95 —137 
Exports...... 31,20 26,18 + 5,02 +192 

Re-exports... 1,44 1,60 — 16 —10 
Increase (+) or decrease (- 
Year Year in the vear 1922-23 as com 


1922-23, 


Rs. (lakhs). 


1921-22. pared with the preceding yea. 
Rs. (lakhs). Rs. (lakhs). Per cent. 


Imports...... 232,59 266,35 -- 33,76 —127 
Exports...... 298,85 231,38 + 67,47 + 29°2 


Re-exports... 15,16 14,06 + 1,10 + 78 


During the year ending March, 1923, the value of the 
imports as compared with the preceding year decreased by 
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Rs. 34 crores, or nearly 13 per cent., to Rs. 2,33 crores, 
while the total exports, including re-exports, increased by 
Rs. 69 crores, or 28 per cent., to Rs. 314 crores. 

Treasure cn private account showed a net import of 
Rs. 7,19 lakhs, as against Rs. 10,68 lakhs in the preceding 
month, and Rs. 5,78 lakhs in March, 1922. The import and 
export figures of gold and silver during the year 1922-23 
compare as follows with those of the preceding year :— 


Year Year Increase (+) or decrease (—) 
1922-23. 1921-22. in the year 1922-23. 
Rs. (lakhs). Rs. (lakhs). Rs. (lakhs). Per cent. 
Gold, imported...... 41.22 13,82 + 27,40 +198 
Gold, exported...... 13 16,61 — 16,48 — 99 
Silver, imported ... 20,56 17,33 + 3,23 + 19 


2,38 + 16 EE 


Silver, exported ... 2,54 
BALANCE OF TRADE FOR THE YEAR. 


Measured by the statistics of merchandise, treasure, 
council bills, enfaced rupee paper, etc., the balance of trade 
was in favour of India to the extent of Rs. 7,06 lakhs in 
March, 1923, as compared with a debit balance of Rs. 21 
lakhs in February, 1923, and a credit balance of Rs. 48 
lakhs a year ago. During the year ending March, 1923, 
there was a favourable balance amounting to Rs. 28,32 
lakhs, as against an adverse balance of Rs. 31,80 lakhs in 
the preceding year. 


CHANGES IN IMports DurtInG Marcu. 

As compared with March, 1922, the imports of food, 
drink and tobacco, and raw materials decreased by Rs. 25 
lakhs and Rs. 50 lakhs respectively, and manufactured 
articles by Rs. 2,23 lakhs. The supply of wheat from 
Australia considerably diminished and this accounted for a 
decrease of Rs. 73 lakhs under the imports of articles of 
food, drink and tobacco. There was, however, an improve- 
ment of Rs. 63 lakhs in sugar 16 D.S. and above, which in- 
creased in quantity from 38,400 tons to 54,200 tons. Under 
raw materials the imports of coal showed a decrease of 
Rs. 55 lakhs. Of manufactured articles the imports of 
cotton piece-goods increased in quantity from 69 million 
yards to 120 million yards, and the value rose by Rs. 1,70 
lakhs to Rs. 4,41 lakhs, as compared with March last year. 
There were, however, important decreases under machinery, 
including belting (—Rs. 1,42 lakhs), railway plant and 
rolling stock (—Rs. 78 lakhs), iron and “— (—Rs. 54 
lakhs), and aniline and alizarine dyes (—Rs. 22 lakhs). 


VARIATIONS IN Exports DurIna Marcu. 


As regards Indian exports, food, drink and tobacco, com- 
pared with March, 1922, increased by Rs. 81 lakhs, Rs. 72 
lakhs of which was due to larger shipments of food grains. 
Raw materials and produce also rose by Rs. 3,05 lakhs due 
to an increase of Rs. 4,09 lakhs in the exports of raw cotton, 
which was partly set off by decreases of Rs. 56 lakhs and 
Rs. 32 lakhs under seeds and jute raw respectively. Of the 
total shipment of 83,000 tons of raw cotton in March, 1923, 
38,400 tons, or 46 per cent., went to Japan, and 14,500 tons, 
or 17 per cent., to China, as compared with 38 and 25 per 
cent. respectively a year ago. The United Kingdom and 
Belgium increased their demands, oro taking 5,000 tons, 
while Germany and Italy each took over 6,000 tons. Manu- 
factured eoods also rose by nearly Rs. ii lakhs, due to 
increases in the value of the exports of jute gunny bags 
and gunny cloth. The shipments of gunny bags increased 
in number from 27 millions to 34 millions, and in value 
from Rs. 93 lakhs to Rs. 1,57 lakhs, as compared with 
March, 1922. The exports of gunny cloth showed an in- 
crease of Rs. 78 lakhs in value, although the quantity de- 
creased fron 124 million yards to 121 million yards. The 
United States as usual took most of the cloth exported, fol- 
lowed by Canada, the United Kingdom and Australia. 

Trape With Foreign Countries DuRING THE Past Two 

YEARS. 

The share of the United Kingdom in imports during the 
fiscal year ended 3lst March rose to 60-2 from 56°6 per cent. 
in 1921-22, end in exports to 21:8 from 20 per cent. The 
share of the Dominions and other British Possessions fell 
from 10 per cent. to 7 per cent. under imports, due chiefly 
to reduced receipts of wheat from Australia. Germany and 
Japan increased their shares in the import trade from 2:7 
and 5°3 per cent. in 1921-22 to 5-1 and 6 per cent. respec- 
tively in 1922-23; while the share of the United States 
declined from 8-1 to 56 per cent., and that of Java from 
8:9 to 5:5 per cent. The shares of Germany and the United 
States in the export trade showed very little fluctuation 
and stood at 7 and 11 per cent. respectively, while Japan’s 
share in exports fell from 16 per cent, in 1921-22 to 13 per 


cent. in 1922-23. 
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MOVEMENT OF SHIPPING 


The tonnage of vessels entered into British India and 
cleared outwards with cargoes from and to foreign coun- 
tries and British Possessions during the month of March 
amounted respectively to 541,000 and 783,000, as against 
494,000 and 606,000 in February, 1923, and 615,000 and 
698,000 a year ago. The tonnage entered into and cleared 
Hp. British India in the year ending March, 1923, was 

518,000 and 7,444,000 respectively, as compared with 

966,000 and 6,553,000 in the preceding year. 


EUROPE. 


BELGIUM. 


THE IMPORT OF GUM COPAL FROM 
BELGIAN CONGO. 

Copal is one of the chief riches of the Belgian Congo, as 
is Shown by the fact that in 1922 13,000 tons were received 
at the port of Antwerp, This quantity, at the low rates 
obtaining at that period of crisis, represented a value of 
more than 20 million francs, and at present rates about 35 
million frs,. 

Lake Leopold I1., the Equator and Lulonga are the three 
copal producing districts of the Colony. The methods used 
tor gathering in the crop are very primitive and the gum 
usually has to be scraped to free it from the earth which 
adheres to it. The natives sell their harvest to a dealer, 
small merchant or agent of one of the large companies, who 
packs the gum in straw covers of native manufacture or in 
hags imported from Europe, and then sends it on beard 
whalers or steamers of small draught to the river ports of 
Basankusu or Coquilhatville. Krom there the copal is taken 
tv Kinshasa by steamers of larger tonnage, whence it goes 
to Europe or America. | 

Kinshasa, Coquilhatville and Basankusu are therefore the 
points of concentration for this product. Small merchants, 
anxious to renew their capital rapidly, usually offer their 
cargo to brokers established at the above ports, or to large 
importers. Kinshasa is now a large business centre for 
colonial produce, where operations are carried on not only 
in copal, but also in palmetto (palmistes) and ivory ; 

On arrival at Antwerp the copal is cither sold in ‘ts 
rough state to large merchants or varnish manufacturers, 
or else sent to sorting establishments where .t is classified 
Some attempts 











according to the requirements of the trade. 
at sorting in Africa have been made, but the results have 
not been satisfactory, as native labourers are unable to do 
this work with the requisite accuracy it requires. 

The suecess of gum of Congolese origin is steadily in- 
creasing, and in many cases it is now substituted for com- 
peting products from India, Australia, Madagascar and 
Brazil. 

As stated above, imports of copal to Antwerp in 1922 
totalled 13,000 tons, which is about the same figure as was 
reached in 1920 and 1921. Shipments this year, however, 
are expected to be less important. The chief reasons for 
this are: (1) Stocks in the Congo are — exhausted, 
and (2) the sales rates prevailing last year suffered from 
the general crisis, which fact did not sin, Colonial firms 
to encourage the natives to collect supplies. Other reasons, 
of a political nature, also hampered production. Stocks 
began to be formed in the Congo during the war, and were 
increased during the period when means of transportation 
in the Congo were temporarily insufficient. 

The situation has now quite cleared and during the past 
few months prices have been steadily rising. Raw copal, 
which last vear had fallen below 1 fr. 50 cts. per kilog., ‘s 
to-day worth 2 frs. 50 cts. per kilog., and it appears likely 
that prices will become still firmer. It may be stated that 
in relation to the pound sterling or the dollar the present 
price is about that of 1914, when 80 to 90 cts. per kilog. 
was quoted. At any rate, the present price of 2 frs. 50 cts. 
per kilog. for rough copal is not excessive. 





FRANCE. 
COLONIAL TRADE IN 1922. 


In his Report* on the Economic Conditions in France, the 
Commercial Counsellor in Paris states that Algeria occupies 
a@ prominent position in the French Colonial trade both as 

regards imports and exports. In the last three years she 


° Published for the Department of Overseas Trade by H.M. 
Stationery Office. 
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absorbed more than half of the total exports to these 
markets; in the three years 1920-22, she took 2:29, 1:44 and 
2:65 milliard francs respectively out of 4°02, 2°66 and 3:12 
milliards. France sends a great variety of commodities: in 
1921 the principal exports included cotton plece-goods (111 
million frs.), linen jute, silk, woollen piece-goods (total, 
54 million frs.), linen, drapery and clothing (85 million 
frs.), machinery, tools, etc. (130 million frs.), iron and steel 
(40 million frs.), motor vehicles (67 million frs.), sugar (48 
million frs.), sugar goods, jams, etc. (11 million frs.), per- 
fumery (41 million frs.), and rubber goods (22 million frs.). 
Exports by parcel post amounted to 349 million frs. 

Algerian imports into France, which reached a total value 
in 1922 and 1921 of 0-97 and 1:12 milliard frs., are prin- 
cipally composed of food and drink products. Thus the 
total in 1921 included wine (441 million frs.), spirits (126 
million frs.), cereals (173 million frs.), besides prepared 
cereals (12:6 million frs.), cattle and sheep (98 million frs.), 
potatoes and dried vegetables with their flour (19 million 
frs.), fodder and bran (14 million frs.), eggs (6 million frs.), 
fish in various forms (7:2 million frs.), and table fruits (17-5 
million frs.). The total value of these commodities amounts 
to nearly 915 million frs. A large part of the balance was 
made up of wool and wool waste (44 million frs.), hides and 
skins (31 million frs.), prepared corks (15 million frs.), and 
tobacco (18 million frs.). 

Morocco ranks second as a purchaser of French products, 
the total value of such imports in 1922 being 551 million 
frs., as compared with 455 million frs. in 1921. 

The principal imports in 1921 included sugar (103 million 
frs.), motor vehicles (38 million frs.), machinery, etc. (30) 
million frs.), tools, etc. (24 million frs.), linen-drapery and 
clothing (18) million frs.), perfumery and soap (12 million 
frs.), ordinary woods (11 million frse.), and postal parcels (69 
million frs.). Moroccan exports to France amounted to 78 
million frs. in 1922, as against 114 million frs. in 1921. 

In 1921 the exports consisted chiefly of foodstuffs, includ- 
ing animals (16 million frs.), eggs (12 million frs.), potatoes, 
dried vegetables and their flour (22 million frs.), wool and 
wool waste (14 million frs.), skins and hides (13 million 
frs.), and oilseeds (124 million frs.). 

Tunis imported in 1922 French products to the value of 
252 million frs., as against 268 million frs. in 1921. In that 
year the chief imports included cotton piece-goods (24 
million frs.), linen-drapery and clothing (21 million frs.), 
machinery and engineering products (31) million frs.), 
motor vehicles (10 million frs.), and imports by post totalled 
49 million frs. The principal exports to France amounted to 
198 million frs. in 1922, as against 297 million frs. in 1921. 
The chief exports in 1921 included vegetable oils (105 million 
frs.), phosphates (71 million frs.), cereals (44 million frs.), 
sponges (13 million frs.), and lead (12 million frs.). 

These three countries combined purchased in 1921 four- 
fifths of the exports of France to her overseas territories, 
but they sent thither goods only to the value of one-half of 
the total French imports for all these territories. 

On the other hand, Senegal exported to France in oilseeds 
alone more than double the value of all her French imports 
(for the first eleven months in 1922 her exports of oilseeds 
amounted in value to 173 million frs., and her total imports 
from France to 86 million frs.). In the case of the two re- 
maining possessions of importance, namely, Madagascar 
and Indo-China, the balance of trade tends to be in favour 
of France: for 1922 (eleven months) the exports and im- 
ports for Indo-China were 162 and 201 million frs. and for 
Madagascar 53 and 64 million frs. respectively. 


GERMANY. 
TRADE AND INDUSTRY IN APRIL. 


(From the Commercial Secretary.) 








BERLIN. 

According to Prussian Chambers of Commerce reports 
business continued quiet in the first half of April. On the 
18th, however, in consequence of the renewed fall of the 
mark by about 50 per cent., a small revival took place. On 
this day the Reichsbank were unable any longer to hold the 
mark, which had remained stable since the end of January 
as a result of the measures which they had adopted; they 
gave way to the pressure, which was in great part due to 
pure speculation, protected their own holdings of foreign 
values, and substituted for their former firm measures an 
elastic system which aims at new ways of meeting an un- 
limited rise in foreign values. 

In the retail trade the public’s disinclination to buy be- 
gan gradually to disappear ; there was even a lively demand 
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from the 18th to the 20th, which, however, again weakened 
towards the end of the month. 

In Occupied Territories the consequences of the separation 
from the rest of Germany became more evident. The French 
succeeded in increasing somewhat the dispatch of coal and 
coke, but the quantities transported did not amount to 
one-sixth of the deliveries under the Reparations pro- 
gramme. 


Coat MINING ACTIVITY. 


The pit coal production in Upper Silesia proceeded without 
disturbance, and is estimated at about 760,000 tons. The 
truck supply was good, but in spite of this the accumula- 
tions at the dumps increased from nearly 17,000 to 37,000 
tons, as consumers were hoping for further ‘reductions of 
coal prices, which were lowered on Ist April by up to 11 
per cent., and, they, therefore, held back with orders. On 
the other hand the demand for Upper Silesian large coke 
continued brisk. The production for the most part was 
dispatched to the west, the extra consignments to South 
Germany being considerably reduced. The large imports of 
British coal led to the accumulation of stocks, and any 
palpable improvement on the coal market cannot be ex- 
pected until a change in the general situation or an increase 
in exports takes place. Stagnation of sales occurred in the 
Central German brown coal district, and the extra Sunday 
shifts introduced owing to the occupation of the Ruhr had 
to be considerably restricted, resulting in a diminution of 
output. 

THe Potasn INpustry. 


The unfavourable development of market conditions con- 
tinued throughout the month. The calls by German agri- 
culture were, contrary to expectation, smali, so that that 
portion, in particular, of the potash works which has no 
factories at its disposal—particularly, therefore, the pure 
potash raw salt works—was compelled to drop shifts. 
There was also no improvement of any importance in the 
foreign sales of potash products. 

The sales of chemical by-products of the potash industry 
improved with the rise in foreign bills towards the end 
the month. By-products obtained by electro-chemical pro- 
cess found a good market during the whole month, parti- 
cularly abroad. 

Evectro-TEcHNICAL INDUSTRY. 

In this industry a further decline of business activity was 
recorded. The difficulties in the way of obtaining coal and 
semi-manufactures owing to the occupation of the Ruhr 
were overcome, but delivery contracts were delayed in con- 
sequence of railway transport difficulties. 

SHIPBUILDING. 

British competition is being felt more and more, con- 
sequently, the German yards object to advertisements for 
the new German mercantile fleet being published in the 
Foreign competition can only be excited thereby to 
fresh efforts. In view of the uncertainty of the develop- 
ment of the mark and of costs of production, inland ship- 
ping companies were not disposed to place orders for new 
constructions. Foreign orders were limited to repairs and 
small freight steamers. 


press. 


CHEMICALS AND THE EXCHANGE. 


The falling off in the demand for chemical preparations 
and ceramic. chemicals, which became noticeable immedi- 
ately after the unexpected rise of the mark, gave place at 
the beginning of the month under review to a revival 
home demand, which, however, did not last long. As soon as 
the dollar began to advance the inclination to buy 
diminished at once, and since then, the reserve of the in- 
land market has continued and has been much felt. Foreign 
trade ceased almost completely in the first half of the 
month under pressure of the stabilisation of the mark. It 
will, in fact, be difficult, in the altered conditions of cur- 
rency, to retain the foreign market even to anything like 
the former extent, as, according to the unanimous assurance 
of agents and customers, for a large number of manufac- 
tures the world’s market price has, in part, been reached 
and, in part, exceeded. In particular, German prices for 
chemicals are higher than American, especially as the 
United States, unlike Germany, enjoys very favourable 
Customs treatment not only by Entente countries, but also 
by Czecho-Slovakia and Poland. 


Paver PRICES AND TRADE. 


Paper prices were reduced by the conventions by about 
15 per cent. from the preceding month. In spite ‘of this, 
business did not revive although some demand was shown in 
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the last days of the month, but dealings were concluded, 
practically without exception, below purchase price. 
CONDITIONS IN THE GLAss INDUSTRY. 

In the sheet glass industry raw material deliveries were 
satisfactory, but the business position became worse. There 
was scarcely any inland -demand, and exports decreased by 
a third as compared with March, as it was not possible 
to compete with Belgian and Czecho-Slovak prices. The 
I-xport Association of German Sheet Glass Factories have re- 
cently issued new offers which take into full consideration 
the reduction of the export duty from 6 per cent. to 1 per 
cent. Further restrictions of work were necessary; work- 
men had partly to be employed on repairs, and had partly to 
work short time, and only a few factories were still in a 
position to work for stock. 

In the hollow glass branch the supply of raw materials 
and coal was, im general, satistactory. Prices of raw 
materials remained unchanged, and a further substantial 
shrinkage of trade took place. Owing to the high costs 
of production and sale prices, inland business fell off 
considerably. Quotations were above the world market level 
and export was therefore impossible. Restrictions of opera- 
tions occurred on a large scale, and a number of furnaces 
had to be put out 

PextiLeE INDUSTRIES. 

Business in the Munsterland cotton industry continued 
very quiet during April. The spinning mills still have work 
on hand for a few weeks, even though no longer at remu- 
nerative prices. Scarcely any orders worth mentioning were 
received for textile goods, and in the weaving mills opera- 
tions had to be restricted on a large scale. ‘The position of 
the textile industry of the Miinchen-Gladbach district grew 
worse under the effect of the occupation of the Ruhr. In 
the wholesale cotton yoods trade the renewed advance of 
foreign values brought a rush of demand at first, which sub- 
sided a little later, but was still lively. 

As regards wool, a noteworthy revival of business set in. 
Kmployment varied greatly, but in the majority of factories 
the general position scarcely improved. In the wholesale 
wool trade the difficuities of export and import and the 
cessation of business within the old and new Occupied 
Territories permitted ot dealings only on an extremely small 
scale. Carded yarn spinning-mills have, so far, been able 
to secure a few continuous orders, mostly at prices affording 
small possibilities of profit. For cloth exceedingly few 
orders were received. Under the pressure of present con- 
ditions, various firms in the wholesale trade have been com- 
pelled, for the purpose ot obtaining connection with their 
customers on the right bank of the Rhine, to establish 
branches in non-occyupied territory. In the Remscheid tex- 
tile industry orders continued to fall off, and only in in- 
dividual instances dil firms succeed in obtaining new 
orders. On the whole. the extensive restrictions of work 
continued, as in tle previous month. 

The position in the Miihlausen weaving-mills in the second 
half of April improved considerably, but conditions in the 
spinning-mills were less favourable, although the general 
uncertainty which existed last month disappeared. 

In linens a slight improvement of business on the rise 
of the dollar was recorded though buvers continued to show 
a certain reserve. Wages rose by 15 per cent. Difficulties 
were still experienced in the manufacture of tapes, but suffi- 
cient orders were received to prevent restriction of work in 
finished goods. As regards trimmings, a certain improve- 
ment of trade was recorded in April; mainly foreign orders 
were received. 

In ready-made clotiiing foreign as well as inland trade 
was very active. This, however, was only the result of a 
substantial reduction of prices—mostly below cost price. 
Ready-made clothing firms have a great interest in filling 
up their depleted stocks of material with summer goods. 
This they cannot do, owing to manufacturers having very 
small or no stocks and demanding long periods of delivery 
and high prices for manufacturing to order. 

LEATHER AND FOoTWEAR. 

In the leather trade only urgent requirements were 
covered at the beginning of April. Later, as in the case of 
raw hides and skins, brisk business at advancing prices was 
observable as a result of the depreciation of the mark. 

The position of the boot and shoe industry did not im- 
prove, the sudden fall of the mark reviving retail trade for 
afew days only. Manufacturers, as before, could not obtain 
cost prices. Continued short time work with further re- 
striction of output characterised the situation. In spite 
of a slight revival of business, the boot and shoe trade also 
complained that the prices obtained were unsatisfactory. 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 625 


IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—Continued. 


ASIA, — 


PERSIA, 


TRADE OF YEZD, 1922-23. 
(From the Acting British Vice-Consul.) 











YEzp. 

Tiade conditions in Yezd during the year ending 3lst 
March, 1923, showed an improvement as compared with the 
previous year, transport rate being lower, whilst the roads 
were safer for traffic. The principal industries of the coun- 
try are cotton and silk weaving on handlooms, the manufac- 
ture of silk and woollen cloth, carpet making, henna grind- 
ing, preparing raw opium, agriculture, and building. A 
large proportion of the foreign trade of the country is with 
India, as in view of the time taken in transporting goods 
from the United Kingdom merchants prefer to obtain their 
requirements in the nearest market. 


Import TRADE. 


The principal imports include cotton yarn (the lower 
counts being imported from India and the higher counts 
from the United Kingdom), cotton piece-goods, tea, sugar, 
matches, indigo, copper sheets, tin blocks, tin sheets, 
candles, kerosine oil, paper of all sorts, and bicycles. Cotton 
piece-goods are imported from India and the United King- 
dom via Bunderabbas and Bushire, but owing to the high 
rate of exchange much less than the usual quantity was 1m- 
ported during the year under review. Loaf sugar is 
imported from France and Egypt, whilst safety matches 
(which are of inferior quality) are imported from Sweden 
and Japan through Bombay and Bunderabbas. 


Export TRADE. 

The principal exports include opium, gum (tragacanth 
and assafcetida), silk, cotton, almonds, walnuts, pestoh, 
goatskins and henna. The best quality gum tragacanth is 
exported to Bombay for local use and also for re-export to 
London. The cotton crop was very good owing to the 
plentiful rainfall and cotton from Yezd and Ardakan was 
exported to India. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


THE RECENT IMPROVEMENT IN FOREIGN 
TRADE. 

In recent months some improvement has been shown in 
United States export trade, states the ‘‘ Guaranty Survey,”’ 
the monthly publication of the Guaranty Trust Company of 
New York. The value of exports in the first quarter of 1923 
was 15°5 per cent. greater than in the corresponding period 
of last year. This contrasts with a decline of 14 per cent. 
in the entire year 1922, as compared with 1921. 

Moreover, the recent improvement is shared by each of 
the major commodity groups. The most marked yvains made 
in recent months, as shown by a comparison of the first 
seven montis of the current fiscal year with the correspond- 
ing period a year earlier, were made in the crude materials 
and finished manufactures groups. Each declined in 1922 
as a whole; but in the more recent seven months period the 
value of crude materials was 13 per cent. and that éf 
finished manufactures 15 per cent. larger than in the corre- 
sponding earlier period. While this relative gain in export 
values as a whole was due, in part, to increases in prices, 
the figures indicate improving foreign markets for many of 
the United States principal exports. 

Practically all groups of imports increased in 1922. One- 
half of the total gain of 603 million dols. was in value of 
crude materials for use in manufacturing, and one-third in 
manufactures for further use in manufacturing. It 1s 
evident, therefore, that the marked growth in imports has 
been due to the rapid improvement in domestic conditions, 
American manufacturing establishments requiring increas- 
ing quantities of foreign raw or partly manufactured pro- 
ducts. 

Statistics of imports since the new Tariff Law was en- 
acted have not been reported as promptly as formerly. The 
growth in this trade has continued, however, as is shown 
by the imports for January, which exceeded those for 
January, 1922, by 47 per cent. In the first seven months 
of the current fiscal year imports were 42 per cent. in ex- 
cess of imports in the corresponding period a year earlier, 
whereas the gain in the calendar year 1922 over 1921 was 
24 per cent. 
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GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION OF TRADE. 

Significant changes have occurred in the geographical 
distribution of American foreign trade, both in exports 
and imports. Europe still receives more than one-half of 
United States exports, but a smaller proportion than before 
the war. The Far East receives a much larger proportion 
than formerly. With respect to imports as well, the largest 
proportionate net changes since 1914 have been the decline 
in European and the increase in Asiatic trade. The pro- 
portions of Kuropean trade in 1922, both export and import, 
were greater than in 1921, indicative of the economic re- 
cuperation which is being effected. 

When comparison is made by countries it is seen that the 
United Kingdom still provides the largest market for 
American exports, with Canada ranking second and 
Germany third. The importance cf the trade with 
Germany emphasises the interest which Americans have in 
the solution of the reparations problem and the industrial 
recovery which should follow. Last year Canada furnished 
more of the United States imports than any other country, 
with the United Kingdom ranking second and Japan third. 


LATIN AMERICA. 


ao 


BOLIVIA. 


AND MINING OUTLOOK. 
(From H.M. Consul.) 








BUSINESS 


ORURO. 


British trade still suffers on account of the firm footing 
which was easily secured by American goods during the 
war. Stocks are now large, and there is a reluctance to 
increase them by placing orders for British goods. Germany 
is again a competitor in all lines, but in endeavouring to 
arrive at definite conclusions as to the trend of business and 
how British products are meeting foreign competition there 
is the difficulty of appraising the effect of many conditions 
which are quite abnormal, as, for instance, the difference 
between the internal and external value of the mark. Sub- 
stantial quantities of German cement, explosives, and 
machinery at low prices were imported into Bolivia in 
1922, along with the usual variety of hardware, small 
articles, furniture, and toys. At the same time German 
enterprise has been held in check by the uncertainty as to 
delivery which has to be allowed for in every order placed 
in Central Europe. On the whole, if the outiook for British 
imports is not everywhere brilliant, it gives cause for hope- 
ful confidence rather than despondence. 


Dry Goops TRADE, 

The past year showed a very fair improvement on 1921, 
both from a manufacturing and importing point of view. 
Heavy and expensive stocks were considerably reduced, 
leading to re-assortment orders. The bulk of the buying 
is still done in Manchester, the United States taking the 
second place. Grey drills and domestics are extensively used 
in Bolivia, but practically all are supplied from the United 
States. 

Imports from Germany have also been more to the front 
in lines such as shawls and cheap hats, whilst Italian special- 
ised goods, such as trouserings, have met a steady demand. 
France, Belgium and Spain have done little business, though 
it is quite obvious that they are looking for connections and 
are continually circularising customers and _ sending 
samples. 

MACHINERY: ENGINEERING AND MINING. 

British mining machinery seems to be very inadequately 
known in Bolivia, and little appears to be done by United 
Kingdom manufacturers to acquaint the miners with their 
products. The few manufacturers’ represented have 
appointed as their agents firms who have no knowledge of 
mining and are thus unable to introduce their machinery 
favourably or promote sales. Further, it may be stated 
that these agents are not sufficiently supported to enable 
them to put business through in competition with keen, 
mostly American, rivals. In most cases, too, customers’ 
offers were accepted regardless of cost by other than British 
manufacturers. 

Steam engines as prime movers have now been replaced 
mostly by Diesel engines coupled to electric generators. 
The demand for them was fairly good during the past 
year, but ihe majority of the orders were secured by Swiss, 
Swedish and German manufacturers. 

It may be well to mention that a British manufacturer of 
semi-Diesel engines, whose products before the war were 
from 20 to 25 per cent. cheaper in price than full Diesel 
engines of the sam2 class manufactured by Continental 


THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 
































































May 24, 1923. 





IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN TRADE—Continued. 





manufacturers, were in November 20 per cent. dearer than 
a full Diesel engine quoted by a Continental firm.  Alto- 
gether, prices of British crude oil engines would appear to 
be about 40 per cent. too high. 

With regard to electrical machinery it does not seem that 
British manufacturers have ever seriously tried to get a 
foothold in Bolivia, and the entire business is held in the 
hands of American, German and Swedish manufacturers, 
who competed fiercely for the smal]! orders which were placed 
during the year. 

Mining machinery, so far as hoists, crushers, and concen- 
trating plants were concerned, was delivered almost entirely 
by American firms, who have made a speciality in tin con- 
centrating machinery as demanded by Bolivian miners, 
There was, however, a distinct revival of German competi- 
tion, and there can be no doubt that a good part of Bolivian 
requirements will go to Germany in the near future. 


Toe Tin Minineo [npustry. 

It was noted during the year that owners of small proper- 
ties were rather inclined to mark time as regards the de- 
velopment and working of their mines. In 1921 the total 
export of tin bars and concentrates amounted to 27,000 tons, 
but last year it exceeded 53,000 tons, of which 63°76 per 
cent. went to the United Kingdom and 33:16 per cent. to 
the United States. Exports during the first months of 1923 
totalled 4,268 tons, of which the U ibd Kingdom took 2,972 
tons and the United States 1,210 tons. 

Taking into consideration the general conditions existing 
in Bolivia to-day, the probability of a good price for tin 
during the prese at year, and the ‘wiliieliboed of any other 
large tin deposits being discovered in other parts of the 
world, the mining industry of the country should show an 
improvement on former years, and a large production of tin 
concentrates may be expected. 





Commercial Treaties and 
Arrangements. 


GERMANY-PORTUGAL. 
PROVISIONAL COMMERCIAL AGREEMENT’ 


The ‘‘ Diario do Governo ”’ (Lisbon) for 9th May contains 
the text of a provisional Commercial Agreement between 
Portugal and Germany which was concluded at Berlin on 
28th April, and was to come into force 14 days thereafter. 
A summary of the Agreement (which is for a period of six 
months) is given below :— 

Portugal will apply to goods imported from Germany the 
Minimum Tariff at present in torce, or which may be en- 
forced, during the validity of the Agreement. If Portugal 
concedes to any country, other than Spain or Brazil, 
exemption from the payment of Customs duties in gold, in 
whole or in part, the same privilege shall be accorded to 
German goods. German goods ire not to be subjected to 
any special surtax. 

The Agreement fixes the duty to be applied to tinned 
sardines in oil, and certain kinds of cork, imported into 
Germany from Portugal, and also fixes the quantities of 
Madeira and Port wines, pineapples and fresh fruit of 
Portuguese origin which will be allowed to be imported into 
Germany each month during the validity of the Agreement. 

Portugal concedes to German shipping a reduction of 2 
per cent. of the taxes on navigation as at present estab- 
lished or which may be substituted therefor during the 
validity of the Agreement. 











NOTICE. 


The price of the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal ’”’ is 6d. (7d. 
post free). Annual subscription (post free) 30s. in the 
United Kingdom. Overseas subscription, 3ls. 6d. per 
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W.C. 2, or Branches (see Cover). 

ADVERTISEMENTS.—All applications concerning the inser- 
tion of advertisements in the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal” 
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Shipping and Railways. 





PORT FACILITIES AND CHARGES, 
SHIPPING SERVICES, AGENCIES, ETC. 





ESTHONTA. 

H.M. Consul at Reval has forwarded a translation of the 
harbour dues and charges in torce at Reval, Narva, Baltic 
Port, Pernan, etc. These include tonnage dues, light dues, 
towage, fresn water charges, sanitary dues, icebreaker dues 
and the dues charged on goods entering from and leaving 
for abroad, together with the tariff of dues charged 
against coasting vessels. 

A copy of this information may be obtained by companies 
of British origin, capital and control upon application to 
the Department of Overseas Trade at the address given 
below. 


FRANCE. 


Dues and charges on ships and merchandise have been 
revised for the port of Havre and published in the 
‘ Journal Official de la Republique Francaise ’”’ of 20th 
April. A copy may be seen at the Department of Overseas 
Trade at the address given below. 


IRAQ. 


An extract from the ‘‘ Times of Mesopotamia ’”’ of 23rd 
March containing revisions of rates in the schedule of port 
dues and charges, which came into force on Ist April at 
Basra, may be consulted on application to the Department 
of Overseas Trade at the address given below. 


TXT rar ry. nwa . \ ‘ 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 

H.M. Consul at San Francisco has forwarded a statement 
of the rates for loading and discharging cargo in force at 
that port. This statement may be seen on application to 
the. Department of Overseas Trade at the address given 


below. 





[Nore.—The publications and information referred to 
above may be consulted by firms of British origin, 
control, and capital on application to the Department of 
Overseas Trade (Shipping and Transport Section), 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 2. | 





GERMANY. 





SHIPPING TRAFFIC AT HAMBURG IN 
APRIL. 


(From H.M. Consul-General.) 
HAMBURG. 


There was a slight decline in April in shipping traffic at 
this port as compared with March, which is attributed to 
the adverse conditions affecting trade in general. Owing 
to the further depreciation of the currency in the latter 
part of April orders for raw materials were cut down to the 
lowest possible level, but, on the other hand, the same cause 
tended to react favourably in regard to exports. The 
figures for April and for the first four months of the year 
exceed those for the corresponding periods of 1913. The 
labour and port charges remain the same as in March. 

The number of British vessels in April was 241 entered 
and 222 cleared, against 256 and 256 respectively in March. 
German tonnage entered in April amounted to 402,705, as 
against 456,287 in March, and German tonnage cleared 
totalled 424,761 compared with 469,612 in the previous 
month. 

The following figures, illustrative of the shipping traffic 
of Hamburg, Antwerp, and Rotterdam during the first four 
months of 1923 and 1922 respectively, have been published, 
the Antwerp figures being adjusted to the British method of 
reckoning tonnage :— 


! 


January-April, 1923. January-April, 1922. 





| Vessels, Net tons. Vessels. Net tons. 

Hamburg ... | 4,308 4,889, 802 3,031 3,672,164 
Antwerp ... | 8,132 4,919,278 2,564 3,824,277 
3,646,366 2,493 3,567,278 


Rotterdam... 2.500 
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TURKEY. 





CLOSING OF PRIVATE STORAGE DEPOTS 
AT CONSTANTINOPLE. 
(F'rom the Commercial Secretary.) 
CONSTANTINOPLE. 


Some months ago an order was issued by the Customs 
authorities at Constantinople to the effect that no further 
storage would be permitted in private transit depots and 
that all such depots must automatically close down when 
the goods already stored there had been cleared. 

This measure was quite practicable in view of the fact 
that for the past six months the volume of goods imported 
has been far below normal and the official Customs depots 
were able to provide ample accommodation. 

A further order has now been issued to the effect that all 
private depots still containing goods must close down at 
once and that uncleared stocks must be transferred forth- 
with to Customs depots. Practically the only goods still 
remaining in such depots are alcoholic drinks and other 
articles on the prohibited list which merchants have been 
unable to clear. 

Representations have been made to the Customs autho- 
rities requesting a further delay in the application of the 
recent order and it is probable that this will be granted. 





———- 


Minerals and Metals. 


CANADA. 


IRON AND STEEL OUTPUT, JANUARY- 
FEBRUARY, 
(From H.M. Trade Commissioner.) 
TORONTO. 


The production of pig iron in Canada showed a further 
advance in February to a total of 44,250 tons, as compared 
with 40,739 tons in the preceding month, an increase of 
3,511 tons, or &6 per cent. The record for February was 
higher than for the same month last year by 10,678 tons, 
or 31°83 per cent. The cumulative production for January 
and February of this vear was a!so greater than the com- 
parative figures of a year ago by 19,233 tons, or 29:2 per 
cent. 

According to grades, the February output included 25,421 
tons of basic iron, 13,129 tons of foundry iron, and 5,700 
tons of malleable iron. The greater portion of the basic pig 
Iron made, namely, 24,782 tons, as well as 2,551 tons of 
foundry iron, was made for use by the firms reporting, and 
the remainder, comprising 16,917 tons, was produced for 
sale. During the month an additional furnace at Sault 
Ste. Marie was put in operation, and of the seven units In 
blast at the end of the month three were at Svdney, two at 
Hamilton, and two at Sault Ste. Marie. 


STEEL INGOTS AND CASTINGS. 

The output of steel ingots and castings in February ex- 
ceeded the production of the corresponding month of, last 
vear by 4,149 long tons, or 98 per cent., and amounted to 
46,537 tons, as compared with 42.388 tons in lebruary, 
1922. The output in February was 1,424 tons lower than in 
January, when 47,961 tons were produced. 

The output of ingots receded to 43,234 tons from a pro- 
duction of 44,816 tons in the preceding month, a decline of 
1,582 tons, or 3:5 per cent. In both months the output 
consisted entirely of open hearth basic steel intended for 
further use by the producing firm 


ey 


SWEDEN. 








IRON AND STEEL TRADE IN MARCH 
QUARTER. 

According to statistics supplied by the Swedish Consulate- 
General in London the imports of iron and steel into 
Sweden during the March quarter amounted to 33,100 tons, 
as compared with 18,900 tons in the corresponding quarter 
' of 1922, whilst exports of iron and steel from Sweden 


totalled 48,600 tons, against 37,400 tons in the March 
quarter of 1922. 
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Textiles. 





B.A.W.R.A. WOOL. 





STOCKS AND DISPOSALS, JANUARY-APRIL. 


The monthly statement for April issued by the British 
Australian Wool Realisation Association shows that the 
disposals of wool during the first four months of the present 
year amounted to 276,174 bales. The total was made up 
of 48,186 bales Australian merino, 105,827 bales Australian 
crossbred, and 122,161 bales New Zealand wool, of which 
1,165 were merino. Stocks in hand and afloat at the end 
of April aggregated 637,086 bales, and consisted of 25,587 
bales Australian merino, 375,648 bales Australian crossbred, 
and 235,851 bales New Zealand wool, of which 1,300 bales 
were merino. 


Norr.—Of the stocks of wool shown above, one-half of the Austra- 
lian wool and the whole of the New Zealand wool belongs to the 
British Government. The other half of the Australian wool belongs 
to the British Australian Wool Realisation Association, Limited. 





CHINA. 


CANTON SILK TRADE. 

The exports of raw silk, waste silk, and pierced cocoons 
from Canton during the past year amounted to 102,363 
bales, states the Hong Kong Trade and Shipping returns 
for 1922. Of this amount 62,081 bales represented raw 
silk, 36,298 bales waste silk, and 3,984 bales pierced cocoons. 
The following table sets out the principal recipient coun- 
tries of the silk exports :— 














Country. | Raw silk. Waste silk. | Pierced cocoons. 
Dales. | Bales. | Bales. 
United Kingdom ... 722 | 6,095 | 2,206 
France... vet 17,489 12,817 602 
Aa 69 | 1,979 | _ 
United States " 43,514 | 15,407 | 1,176 
i 








BOOKS, ETC., RECEIVED. 
Annual Report of the Royal Bank of Canada, 1922. 


Artificial Silk. Compiled by the Natural Resources Intel- 
ligence Service, Department of the Interior, Ottawa, 
Canada. 


The Preservation and Shipment of Latex. Prepared by 
H. C. Pinching, A.R.C.S., Senior Scientific Officer to the 
Rubber Growers’ Association in Malaya, and J. Edwardes, 
M.C., B.Sc., A.I.C., Research Chemist to the Association in 
Malaya, in collaboration with Dr. H. P. Stevens (who is the 
Association’s Consu!ting Chemist in London), and the Re- 
search Committee. Published by the Rubber Growers’ 
Association (Incorporated), 2-4, Idol Lane, London, E.C. 3. 


According to this publication, although various small 
quatities of preserved rubber latex have been sent to 
Kurope and United States in past years for experimental 
and exhibition purposes, it is only during the last few 
months that the shipment of this form of product of the 
rubber growing industry has shown any indications of be- 
coming anything like a commercial proposition. The main 
factor in producing this increased activity is the result of 
investigations on the incorporation of latex in the pulp for 
paper-making. Latex has also been used experimentally 
in the manufacture of paints, varnishes, chewing gum, 
and in the waterproofing of cloths. 

The preserving of small samples of latex so that they 
will remain in a liquid condition for a considerable period 
is not a difficult task and presents no novelty. When, 
however, the preservation, shipping and sale of latex are 
considered from a commercial standpoint the question is 
by no means a simple one. Much of the information con- 
tained in this publication is based on the writers’ actual 
investigations, and in view of the continual application 
for information on matters relating to the shipment of 
latex from rubber dealers, estate agents and estate man- 
agements, it is hoped that this book may be of some assist- 
ance to such firms and individuals in dealing with the 
practical aspect of the question under consideration. 





Customs Regulations and 


Tariff Changes. 
BRITISH EMPIRE. . 








AUSTRALIA. 





IMPORTATION OF SPIRITS. 


H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner in Australia states that 
he has. been informed by the Commonwealth authorities 
that the use of the words ‘‘ old ”’ or ‘‘ very old ”’ in regard 
to spirits imported into Australia is not permissible unless 
such spirits are of at least five or ten years maturity re- 


spectively. 





BRITISH INDIA. 





EXPORT DUTY ON TEA. 


Notification No. 2152, issued by the Government of India 
on 21st April, 1923, under Section 3 of the Indian Tea Cess 


Act, imposes on all tea produced in and exported from 


British India an export duty at the rate of 6 annas per 


100 Ib. 





CANADA (PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND). 





ADOPTION OF PROHIBITION. 

An Order-in-Council issued by the Governor-General of 
Canada on 20th April, 1923, states that as the vote of the 
electors of Prince Edward Island was cast in favour of 
prohibition, it shall come into force in the Island 31 days 
after the issue of the Order. . 





CYPRUS. 





EXPORT PROHIBITIONS. 
An Order-in-Council, dated 19th April, 1923, prohibits the 
exportation from Cyprus of the following articles to the 
destinations specified :— 


Goods prohibited to be exported to all destinations :— 

Artillery of all kinds; apparatus for the discharge of all 
kinds of projectiles, explosive or gas-diffusing; flame- 
throwers; bombs; grenades; machine-guns; mares and 
fillies; cows and heifers, provided that cows which are cerii- 
fied by the Government Veterinary Surgeon to be no longer 
fit for breeding or draught purposes mav be exported; rifled 
small-bore breech-loading weapons of all kinds; ammunition 
for use with such arms; firearms and ammunition, whether 
complete or in parts; chemicals and drugs, all kinds; silver 
in colin. 


Goods prohibited to be exported to all ports and destina- 
tions abroad other than ports and destinations in the 
United Kingdom, British Possessions, und Protectorates :— 

Tools, appurtenances and accessories for the filling and 
repair of rifle and shotgun cartridges; explosives; coal. 


- 


UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA, 





EXCISE DUTY ON PATENT MEDICINES 

IMPORTED OR UNION-MANUFACTURED. 

Full particulars have now been received of the proposed 
amendments to the original Budget proposals with respect 
to the Excise duty on ‘‘ patent or proprietary medicines ”’ 
imported into or manufactured within the Union. Details 
of the Budget proposals for the amendment of the Customs 
and Excise Tariffs were published in the issues of the 
‘* Board of Trade Journal ’’ for 3rd and 10th May. 

The text of the origina] item has been modified, the defi- 
nition of ‘‘ patent or proprietary medicines’’ has been 
amplified, and certain exemptions from the operation of 
the duty are now proposed and are shown below under the 
proviso to Note (f). 

The duties which have now been submitted for the 
approval of the Legislature are operative on imported or 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—Continued. 





Union-manufactured patent and proprietary medicines and 
are as follows :— 


. Rate of 
Article. Excise Duty. 





Patent or proprietary medicines sold or exposed for sale 
by retail ; when the retail selling price of the packet, 
box, bottle, pot, phial or other enclosure, with its | 
contents, but exclusive of the excise duty, does not 
exceed — 


gs. td. £ we 4 
1 6 5 0 0 2 
s ¢ _ 0 0 3 
2 6 0 0 4 
4 0 ‘ 0 0 6 
6 0 01 9 
10 0 es 0 1 6 
20 O 0 4 6 
50 0 aaa 010 O 
over 50 0O | 1 0 0 


Notr.—‘“‘ Patent or proprietary medicine’’ shall mean any 
medicine 

(a) protected in the Union under current Letters Patent ; or 

(b) prepared cr purporting or professed to have been prepared from 
some secret formula ; or 

(c) prepared or purporting or professed to have been prepared by 
some secret or occult art, whether or not the formula is or is protessed 
to be secret ; or 

(Z) sold under a name or trade mark registered specially in regard 
thereto; or 

(e) sold under any description which by reason of the use of the 
possessive case or otherwise, implies or indicates proprietary rights ; 
or 

(7) prepared for sale as an article of commerce, and not specially 
prepared or supplied in accordance with the prescription ot a medical 
practitioner in respect of the purchaser or a meiber of his family or 
other person in his charge : 

Provided that the term ‘‘ Patent or proprietary melicine” shall 
not include any medicine mentioned in the edition of the British 
Pharmacopceia at the time being in force in the Union under the 
Medical and Pharmacy laws or in the British I'latmaceutical Codex 


or any official supplement thereto, or to any mixture of medicines so 


mentioned, when such medicine or mixture is not held out or recom- 
mended in the label or in any printed or other matter on or accom- 
panying the container or package and is not otherwise advertised to 
the public as a cure or remedy tor any disease or disorder in man, an¢dl 
when in the case of a medicine it is sold under the name mentioned 
in the British Pharmacop#ia or British Pharmaceutical Codex or in 
the case of a mixture ite composition is stated on the label of the 
container or package. 

Provided further that the term ‘‘ Patent or proprietary medicine ” 
shall not include such other medicines as the Minister may from time 
to time notify by notice in the ‘* Gazette.” 

‘* Medicine’ shall mean any drug or other substance (other than 
vaccines, sera, toxins, and substances of a like nature, and the 
so-called ‘* Dutch medicines ’’) used or intended to be used, whether 
internally, exteinally, or by injection, inhalation or otherwise, for 
the prevention, relief or cure of any disease or disurder in man, 





FOREIGN. 


EGYPT. 


REDUCED IMPORT DUTY ON DENATURED 
ALCOHOL. 

The High Commissioner for Egypt reports that, as from 
Ist May, 1922, the import duty on alcohol denatured in 
accordance with regulations prescribed by the Customs 
authorities, has been reduced from 3 to 2 milliémes per 
kilog. 











GERMANY. 
PAYMENT OF CUSTOMS DUTIES. 


The ‘* Deutscher Reichsanzeiger ’’ for 18th May contains 
a Proclamation, dated 17th May, which increases to 855,960 
per cent. for the period 22rd to 29th May, the surtax or 
‘“agio’’ levied when the ‘‘ gold”? duties of the German 
Customs Tariff are paid in paper currency. 

[The surtax for the period up to 22nd May was 740,900 
per cent. | 





ITALY. 
PAYMENT OF CUSTOMS DUTIES. 


With reference to previous notices under the above head- 
ing, H.M. Commercial Secretary at Rome reports, by tele- 
graph, that the price fixed for the period 20th to 26th May 
for certificates for the payment of Customs duties is 397 lire 
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per 100 lire gold, 1.e., the surcharge when duties are paid 
in paper is 297 per cent. ‘ 

[The price of certificates for the previous week was 398 
lire per 100 lire gold. ] 





MEXICO. 


MODIFICATION OF CERTAIN IMPORT 
DUTIES. 

H.M. Representative in Mexico has forwarded trans- 
lation of two Presidential Decrees, dated 9th April, and 
published in the Mexican ‘‘ Diario Ofimal’’ for 13th April, 
which modify the duties on certain motor parts imported 
into Mexico. In consequence of these Decrees, the import 
duties on such goods are now as follow 





No. in Import 








Tarilf, Article. | Rate of Duty. 
es. cts. 
633 A Pneumatic tyres, not specified (in the 
Tariff), and inner tubes tlierefor, of 
in-liarubber per kilog. gross 2 00 
633 B Solid tyres of indiarubber, even if 
perforated per kilog. gross 1 00 
633 C Bodies, fronts and backs, and spare 


parts, not specified (in the Tariff), 
for motor cars of all kinds 
al vatloren ‘20 per cent, 

633 D Engines for motor cars, spare parts 

therefor, and all parts which are 

used to form che driving mechanism 

of such cars ad valurem | 20 per cent, 
Pneumatic tyres, of indiarubber, 

when each tyre weighs more than 

4,400 and up to 10,000 prs. nett, 

or more than 600 and up to 1,500 

vrs. nett vee) per kiloy. gross | 50 


- 
we 
~~ 
+ 








POLAND. 





PAYMENT OF CUSTOMS DUTIES. 
H.M. Commercial Secretary at Warsaw has forwarded 
translation of three lists of goods, the Customs duties on 
which, if paid in paper currency, are subject to surtaxes of 
9,900 per cent., 49,900 per cent., and 119,900 per cent. re- 
spectively, together with a list of articles which are exempt 
from Customs duties. These lists supersede those printed at 
pages 621-3 of the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal” for 30th 
November last. 

The Minister of Finance in conjunction with the Minister 
of Trade end Industry can reduce the surtax from higher 
rates to 49,900 per cent. in respect of the duties on 
machinery if imported for the erection of factories in 
Poland, and if such machinery has already been used. The 
surtaxes previously applied will remain operative for a 
period of 30 days from the date of enforcement of the new 
surtaxes (i.e., from 14th April) in the case of goods already 
loaded, etc. 

List No. 1.—-Goops Exempt rrom Duty. 


Tat iff 
No. 


_ 





Articles. 
ex 37. Herrings and other salt water fish, not specially mentioned 
in the Tariff, fresh (living or dead), or frozen. 
ex 39 | Fresh miik. 
ex 68 | Amber, unmanufactured, 





List No. 2.—Goops ox WHICH THE SURTAX IS FIXED AT 
) 9OO PER CENT. 


aia inital 
oy Articles, 
3 | Flour (except potato four), groats and malt. 
ex 21 | Tobacco in leaves or bundles, with or without stems ; 
tobacco stems aud waste, 
36 | Butter from cows’ and sheep's milk. 
37 | Fresh freshwater fish not specially mentioned in the 
Taritf ; freeh carp. 

ex 41 | Bones prepared with sulphuric acil ; fertilising composi- 
tions and mixtures ; calcined hones and bone ash. 

ex 51 | Train oil, melted, refined and manufactmed. 

ex 58 | Cedar wood in beams, blocks and planks for the manufac- 
ture of pencils, under permit from the Ministry of 


Finance. 











































































680 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. May 24, 1923. 


! 























| cus 
CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—Continued. | CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—Continued. 
Tariff ai idl ? 
No. Articles. iy Articles. rh 
ditithints eS: ee . pion —e ex 
ex 71 Graphite, ground. q “eae a 
ex 92. Metallic antimony. ex 156 Wire fabrie of copper, bronze and other copper alloys ex 
ex 98 Ammonium sulphate. (sieves). ' , ma ex 
ex 108 Nitric acid, nitruse. ex 161. Iron and steel tools not specially mentioned in the Tariff ex 
ex 117 Cotton seed oil, sunflower seed oil, cocoanut oil. palm oil (carpenters’ drills, etc.), except hand ares anvils, 
and vegetable oils not specially mentioned in the Tariff, laundry irons, hammers, axes, hatchets, ete. ; steel 
for the manufacture of margarine and other edible fats, tools tempered, such as twist drills, circular saws, shear ex 
under permit from the Ministry of Finance. " blades, punches, stamps, stencils, numbers and alphabets 
ex 143 Splinters, shavings and filings of brass and other metal ex 16/ Machines and apparatus not specially mentioned in the 
alloys, not separately mentioned in the Tariff. faritf, not made in Poland, under permit from the 
ex 152 Straight iron aud steel seamless tubes, over 100 mm. in Ministry of Finance ; steam and electric locomotives , ex 
external diameter, with interna) thread at one end and steam, internal combustion and electric _ lorries, 
external thread at the other, the length of the thread not mechanisni lor lifts and cranes without motors ; tractors ex 
being less than half the external diameter of the pipe. under permit from the M rseg~ae | ol Finance ; steam ex 
ex 167 The following machinery and implements :— engines not manufactured in Poland ; marine, automo ex 
(irass mowers, reapers, binders, apparatus for mowers ; bile and acroplane engines, Diesel engines, horizontal and ex 
parts of these machines, of a kind not manufactured vertical, not manufactured in Poland ; compressors and 
locally, under permit from the Ministry of Finance. exhausters not manufactured _in the country, under 
ex 174 Railway wagons for normal gauge railways, viz., dump permit from the Ministry of Finance ; freezing appara- ex 
cars, platfurm cars, coal trucks, tank wagons. tus, motor and steam fire englues ; steam locomobiles ex 
ex 175 Iron vessels, steam or not, river boats (up to 600 tons | not manufactured in Poland, under permit trom the ex 
capacity), wooden boats. Ministry of Finance, steam turbines ; wood working 
ex 176 Cellulose, dry and wet. machines not specially mentioned in the Tariff, and ex 
ex 177 Printing paper and paper for illustrations, without orna- | metal working machines, nov manufactured 10 Poland ex 
ments and water marks ; also paper dyed white on one or | under permit from the Ministry of Finance ; textile and ex 
both sides for social or government institutions, under paper making machines, not manufactured in Poland, ex 
permit from the Ministry of Finance. under permit from the Ministry of Finance ; ball bearings om 
ex 183 Cotton yarn of all kinds, of two or more threads (except without pedestal or brackets ; machine parts imported 
that on wooden spools) for the manufacture of fishing separately or together witn machines, and nov manufac- 
nets, under permit from the Ministry of Finance. | tured in Poland, under permit from the Ministry of 
ex 184 Yarn of jute, flax, hemp, manila hemp, etc., twisted not Finance ; electric machines ; dynamos and motors 
wound on spools, for the manufacture of fishing nets, | weighing over 2,000 kilogs., transmitters, accumuiators, 
under permit from the Ministry of Finance. parts of electric machines. ’ ’ 
ex 186 Yarn spun from camel hair up to No. 57 inclusive, single The following Agricultural machines and implements, 
or twisted, undyed. viz., chain seeders for artificial fertilisers, steam ploughs, 
ex 190 Cords and string made of jute, hemp, flax, ete., for the | portable clover and grass InoWersS , combined seeders and 
manufacture of fishing nets under permit from the fertiliser spreaders; wachines for cleaning beetroot 
Ministry of Finance; manila and sisal cords, under seeds and clover seeds on sieves or linen ; apparatus for 
permit from the Ministry of Finance. | sharpening blades of harvesters; motor ploughs not ex 
| manufactured in Poland, under permit from the Ministry 
bo , , . of Finance; haud hooks for vegetables ; drum sorters of os 
List No. 3.—Goops on Wuicu tHe Scrtax 15 Frxep at | milled sheet metal for cleaning grain ; sprays for disin- " 
4,900 PER CENT. | fecting trees and buildings ; milk centrifugal apparatus ; 
AOE PTES pasteurisers, etc., and similar machines for the dairy 
Tariff Articles | industry, except butter churns and butter pressers ; 
No. ; ™ incubators and poultry breeding apparatus ; parts of 
rt ‘ : machines specified above, not manufactured in Poland, 
13 | Kippers (preserved herrings without olive oil). imported with the machines or separately, under permit 
ex 24 | Condensed milk, dried milk (sweetened or unsweetened). from the Ministry of Finance. ; -e 
ex 41, Mineral superphosphates. ex 169 Water, gas and steam meters or gauges; electric power Fy 
ex 51 Oleine; margarine and artificial edible butter. meters; electric power plant not manufactured in oe 
ex 52 | Vegetable wax, carnauba wax and Japan wax; bituminous Poland, weighing over 150 kilogs eaeh, 7" 
| wax extracted from coal. ex 171. Faces for wall clocks, even if silvered or gilt; parts of 
55 | Leather for the textile industry, under permit from the weights for wall clocks. . 
ut Minist ry of Finance. ex 173 Spare parts for motor omnibuses and motor vans. on 
ex 57 | L om pickers ex 177 Printing paper, white, uusatined and unsized, containing 
ex 61 | Plaited strips made of straw, wool shavings, reeds with or tink lene than 60 per cent. of wood pulp and weighing not ” 
without addition of hair, cotton, flax, hemp, undyed, less than 48 grs. per sq. metre ; (1) in rolls not, leas then 
unbleached, 70 cms. in diameter; (2) in sheets. 
ex 65 | Natural gypsum in lumps, not calcined. ex 183 | Cotton varn. single. above No. 80. 
ex 66 | Slate cut into sheets, also ground, but not manufactured. 184 Yarn of vesetabie ‘fibre, twisted or not. for the manufac- 
ex 69 | Asbestos in sheets, yarn and manufactures. ture of incandescent mantles, under permit from the 
ex 71 | Compressed carbon products for electro-technical purposes Ministrv of Finance 
— weighing more than . kilogs. each. ’ ; ex 190 Fishing nets of all kinds, inc’uding those of cotton. 
ex 72 | Bricks and tiles of quartz and clinker paving stone ; bricks | ex 205 | Plaited tape unbleached and undyed. ] 
| _ and tiles of magnesite ; gaswork retorts. | ex 217 | Black powder for the manufacture of fuses, under permit sul 
81 | Anthracene, naphthaline, phenol (carbolic acid), benzol, from the Ministry of Finance 
crude (unrefined). | 1 i ga 
ex 88 | Rubber driving belts of all kinds ; indiarubber hose with or | vs cc earn Gh el wee tra 
without fabric with or without inside spring, without metal | List No. 4.—Goops on WHICH THE SURTAX 18 FIXED AT Ap 
webbing ; rubber packing; technical articles of rubber | ac sia Recent col 
without fabric. | 19,900 PER CENT, eX) 
ex 91 Refined sulphur. cos Se ee * 
ex 105 | Bicarbonate and hydrosulphate of soda. Pariff Articles f 
ex 108 | Carbon disulphide. No. ‘. ofl 
ex 112 | Benzol and naphthaline refined ; anthraquinone ; naphthols | Mi 
and sulpho derivatives except organic and synthetic dyes | ex 5 Vegetables and roots dried, not specially mentioned in the ab 
and their elements, pigments, etc., nitro and amido | Tariff ; chicory roots, dried, not roasted, not prepared. tot 
derivatives of the aromatic group and their salts; | ex 34. Meat, cooked, dried, smoked and pick): d. ; 
chloro-benzol ; hydrosulphate of lime; dekahydro and | ex 37. Fish, salted, smoked and dried, not specially mentioned in 


tetrahydro naphthaline with a smell similar to that of in the Tariff. 


| 
naphthaline ; nitrates of thorium, cerium, beryllium, | ex 57 Leather articles for technical purposes (‘‘ frottoirs ’’) under = 
aluminium and magnesium for the manufacture of in- | permit fromm the Ministry of Finance. Se 
candescent mantles, under permit from the Ministry of | ex 64. Strips plaited with straw, shavings or reeds, even if mixed St 
Finance ; toluol, xylol, carbazol, refined anthracene. | with hair, cotton, flax or hemp, bleached but undyed. 
ex 140 Steel for drills, higa speed steel, steel for tools, under | ex 66 Building stones, not specially mentioned, not dressed or 
permit from the Ministry of Finance; slotted rails; | | roughly shaped into blocks or slabs with unfinished 
‘*H” steel for the manufacture of horseshoe nails. | surfaces ; also in stones, blocks, slabs more than 15 ems. 
ex 149 Pipes of copper and copper alloys, seamless, uncoated and | thick, wholly or partly hewn or cut; slabs up to 
unpolished ; brass fittings with tops of porcelainor glass 15 ems, thick with hewn or cut surfaces. } 
for the manufacture of electric lamps. | ex 72 Bricks and tiles of chamotte cement ; chamotte cement 
ex 150 Rollers of cast iron, hardened, unfinished. | | and mortar. . 
153-4 | Springs for clocks. | ex 77 Glass bulbs, tubes and rods for the manufacture of electric M: 
ex 153 Bars for mining purposes 22-30 mm. in thickness; bars | lamps lin 
for instruments and for rescue purposes, 40-80 mm. in | ex 78 Mirror panes unfinished after moulding, unpolished un- th 
thickness; iron and steel bolts; chains for mining pur- | ground, not dulled, Mi 
! 


poses, under permit fiom the Ministry of Finance. ex 98 Nitrate of ammonia. 
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~ Tart | 





No. Articles. 

ex 104 Chloride of lime, purified or not, exclusively for the 
and manufacture of chloroform, under permit from the 
ex 107 Ministry of Finance. 


ex 105 Sulphide of soda. 
ex 106 Calcium acetate, crude, exclusively for the manufacture of 
acetone and acetic acid, under permit from the Ministry 
of Finance, 
ex 112 Colourless carbolic acid, in crystals or liquid ; leuconin, 
terrar, etc., for the manufacture of enamelled goods 
under permit from the Ministry of Finance ; chloride 
of sulphur, under permit from the Ministry of Finance. 
ex 115 Sulphuric ether for the manufacture of artificial silk and 
powder, under permit from the Ministry of Finance. 
ex 124. Dry tanning extracts. 
ex 125 Dye earths (Cassel, Verona). 
ex 129 Cochineal red. 
ex 135 Pigments and varnish pigments for the manufacture of 
artists’ colours, under permit from the Ministry of 
Finance, 
ex 140 Iron and steel sheets 0°28 mm. or less in thickness. 
ex 149 Church bells, made of copper and copper alloys. 
ex 150 Magnetite electrodes, under permit from the Ministry of 
Finance, 
ex 155 Wire made of copper and copper alloys. 
ex 156 Electric cables covered with lead. 
ex 161 Hammers, hatchets, axes. 
ex 162 Printing accessories. 
ex 167 Electric motors, not manufactured in Poland, weighing 
from 300 to v,500 kiloegs. inclusive also eleetiic motor 
implements under permit from the Ministry of Finance. 
The following agricultural machines and implements, 
viz. : broadcast seeders for corn and seeds; spring teeth 
for cultivators ; chatf cutters with disc (blades) having 
an opening of more than 310 mm. : chaff cutter blades ; 
machines for making butter and pressing out water trom 
butter ; spring teeth for harrows and rakes, not manu- 
factured in Poland; machine parts, specified above, 
imported separately or with the machine, under permit 
of the Ministry of Finance. 
ex 173 Motor lorries and trailers, also spare parts imported 
together therewith. 
ex 1/7 Printing paper, not sized or slightly sized, white, without 
ornaments or watermarks, containing wood pulp and 
weighing not less than 48 grs, per square metre. 
Paper for copybooks, sized, white, without ornaments or 
watermarks with or without blue or grey lines, contain- 
ing wood pulp, weighing not less than 65 grs. per sq. 
metre. Blotting paper, white or coloured, containing 
wood pulp. 
ex 183 Cotton yarns, twisted (not on wooden spools), above No. S80. 
ex 187 | Cotton cambric for embroidery under permit from the 
ex 188 } Ministry of Finance. 
194 Linoleum ; canvas for the manufacture of driving belts. 
198 Felt, impregnated, in sheets of a thickness of trom 3-15 
nim. under permit from the Ministry of Finance. 
en 205 Woollen warp for carpets, printed, in rolls. 
ex 205 Plaited tape, bleached, undyed. 


’ 


we 





POLAND. 





EXPORT OF EGGS. 

H.M. Commercial Secretary at Warsaw has forwarded a 
summarised translation of the various regulations promul- 
gated by the Polish Government to regulate the export 
trade in eggs. The export contingent for the period 10th 
April to 10th July is fixed at 650 wagons of 110 cases, 
containing 1,440 eggs, of which 250 wagons were to be 
exported during April-May and 200 wagons are to be ex- 
ported in the two subsequent monthly periods. 20 per cent. 
of the whole amount is to be placed at the disposal of the 
Ministry of Trade and Industry. The export duty, pay- 
able in foreign currency, is fixed at 60 per cent. of the 
total profit arising out of the export. 

The summary of the Regulations, which were published 
in the ‘‘ Monitor Polski’’ for 4th and 7th April, may be 
seen by persons interested on application to the Tariff 
Section of the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, S.W. 1 





ROUMANIA. 
EXPORT OF LIME AND POPLAR WOOD. 


In virtue of a Decision of the Roumanian Council of 
Ministers, dated Ist May, the export from Roumania of 
lime and poplar wood will be permitted upon payment of 
the export taxes, and with a special authorisation of the 
Ministry of Industry and Commerce. 
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CUSTOMS REGULATIONS AND TARIFF CHANGES—Continued. 








IMPORT DUTIES ON SUGAR. 


In virtue of a Decision of the Council of Ministers, dated 
24th April, the Ministry of Finance has been authorised to 
allow two months’ credit in respect of the payment of 
import duties on refined sugar with polarisation over 98 
per cent. and on raw sugar with polarisation under 96 per 
cent. destined for refining, imported up to Ist September. 
The Ministry of Finance has also issued regulations provid- 
ing for exemption from duties in the case of sugar allocated 
by the authorities for the consumption of public officials, 
and by town and district councils for the consumption of 
the population. 

Translation of the Regulations may be seen by persons 
interested cn application to the Tariff Section of the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, S.W. 1. 





SERB-CROAT-SLOVENE KINGDOM. 


. rr ry’ rr’ a“ vv) - a 4 7. 
EXPORT DUTIES REDUCED. 

H.M. Minister at Belgrade re ports that the export duty 
on sawn oak railway sleepers over 270 ems. in length has 
been fixed at 15 dinars each by a Decision published and 
effective on 27th April. 

A further Decision operative as from 26th April reduces 
the export duties on the following articles as shown: 


Dinars per 100 kilogs. 


Onions and garlic es :; ‘di - 30 
Lamb and kid skins... Maa 100 
Sheep and goat skins . tee +? | 100 
Semolina das a — 10 
Bran _ sail cial ‘a L5 


The prohibition on the export ot hav. fennel, dried clover, 
oats, fresh and dried heet, and sugar beet parings has 
been withdrawn as from 380th April. The export duties pay- 
able on the export of oats and hay are 10 and 5 dinars per 
100 kilogs. respectively, and 10 dinars per 100 kilogs on 
sugar beet parings, the other articles specified being 
exempt from duty. 





SWEDEN. 


INTOXICATING LIQUOR: PROPOSED 
LEGISLATION. 


H.M. Representative at Stockholm has forwarded trans- 

i 
lation of a Draft Law designed to come into force on Ist 
July and to prohibit in certain cases the importation of 
spirits and wine into Swedish territorial waters. 

The Law provides that spirits and wine may not be im- 
ported from international or foreign waters into Swedish 
territorial waters on craft having a net capacity of less 
than 120 tons, except in the following cases: 

(a) where the liquors fall under the head of ship’s stores 
for the importing craft, or belong to a passenger or persons 
employed on board, provided that the |iquors are considered 
as not exceeding the requirements for the voyage or may 
otherwise be legally imported by the passenger for his own 
use ; 

(L) when the vessel carrying the liquors is compelled to 
enter Swedish territorial waters owing to distress; 

(c) or when the vessel passes through the Sound between 
Falsterbo Reef and the Kullen lighthouse from foreign 
waters to other foreign waters. 

Customs officers are entitled to search craft referred to 
above in so far as it is absolutely necessary in order to ascer- 
tain whether liquors are being carried in contravention of 
the prohibition. 

A further Draft Law designed to come into force on Is# 
June proposes to increase the penalties for smuggling and 
to extend the powers of Customs officers with respect to 


examination and detention of smuggled goods. 


The text (in Swedish) of the Draft Laws may be inspected 
by persons interested on application to the Tariff Section of 


the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, S.W. 1. 
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Openings for British: Trade, 


FACILITIES OFFERED TO BRITISH TRADERS. 


The Department of Overseas Trade has at its command an 
extensive overseas Intelligence system, which comprises the 
Commercial, Diplomatic and Consular Services in foreign 
countries and Trade Commissioners and Imperial or other Trade 
Correspondents in the Empire, 

From this Intelligence Service information on all subjects of 
commercial interest is received at the Department, where it is 
collated and classified in a form convenient for reference, and 
is available to any British trader upon personal or written appli- 
cation to the Department at 35, Old Queen Street, West- 
minster, London, §.W. 1. 

The information at the disposal of the Department is of a 
widely varied nature, and includes such matters as the follow- 
ing: Sources of supply, prices, etc., of trade products; 
Foreign and Colonial contracts open to tender; openings for 
British trade abroad ; general conditions prevailing in Overseas 
markets; demand for particular articles abroad; nature and 
extent of foreign competition, and suggestions for meeting it; 
methods of distribution and marketing ; credit conditions, terms 
of payment, etc., abroad; firms at home engaged in particular 
lines of business; Foreign and Colonial importers of British 
goods; firms or individuals considered suitable to act as repre- 
sentatives or agents for British firms, Foreign and Colonial 
Tariff and Customs regulations; statistics of Imports or 
Exports ; forms of Certificates of Origin; regulations concerning 
commercial travellers, Consular Invoices; shipping and trans 
port, etc., etc. 

In addition, samples of foreign competitive goods and com- 
mercial products are constantly being received from abroad, and 
are available for inspection by British traders at 7 to 11, Old 
Bailey, London, E.C. 4. 


METHODS OF ADDRESSING ENQUIRIES. 


The Department of Overseas Trade invite applications for 
assistance from manufacturers and exporters of British goods 
who are desirous of initiating or extending Overseas connec- 
tions, but it is desired to call attention to one or two points, 
the observance of which will facilitate the supply of the in- 
formation required. 

Where the enquiry concerns an Overseas miarket the appli- 
cant, may, of course, apply direct to H.M. Trade Commissioners 
or Imperial or other Trade Correspondents in the British 
Empire, and to H.M. Commercial Diplomatic or Consular 
Officers in Foreign Countries, but it is generally advisable te 
communicate in the first instance with the Department of Over. 
seas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1, as the in- 
formation required is frequently already in the possession of 
the Department, and the delay involved in communicating with 
the Officers abroad can therefore often be avoided. Should the 
information required not be available in London, the Depart- 
ment will make all necessary enquiries abruad un the appli- 
cant’s behalf. 

When making application for information enquiries should 
clearly specify :— 

(1) The countries concerning which information is required ; 

(2) The precise kind of goods; and 

(3) The particular points in regard to which the informa- 
tion is sought. 

By following this method of making their enquiries as specific 
as possible applicants will materially assist the Department in 
its endeavour to supply the precise information required. 





[NOTICE TO MANUFACTURERS AND EXPORTERS. 
—British firms may obtain the names and addresses of the 
persons or firms referred to in the following notices of 
‘* Openings for Trade ”’ by applying to the Department of 
Overseas Trade, and quoting the specific reference number 
and country. 


In cases of doubt or difficulty in regard to restrictions on 
trading, reference should be made personally or by letter 
to the Department of Overseas Trade (Development and 
Intelligence), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1.] 


Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise stated. 


a 





BRITISH EMPIRE. 


AUSTRALIA. 
BUYING AGENCY FOR RAW WOOL.—A wool buying broker 


who is shortly visiting this country desires to secure the buying 
agency in Australia for British firms who are users of raw wool. 
(Reference No. 657.) 


RAILWAY MATERIAL, WHEELS. TYRES, AXLES, ETC.— 
A firm of indent agents and manufacturers’ representatives in 
Melbourne wish to secure agencies of British firms manufacturing all 
classes of railway material, including wheels, tyres axles. etc. They 
desire the agency to cover the whole of Australia, as one of the 
partners personally visits each State periodically. (Reference No. 
658.) 








OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued. 





SMALL ICE-MAKING MACHINES.—An enquiry has_ been 
received from Australia for the name and address of a British 
manufacturer able to supply a small ice-making machine which is not 
dependent upon gas or electricity for operation. The enquirer 
suggests that the machine would probably be operated by a small hot- 
air engine, and is of opinion that there would be a g.od market in 
Australia if it could be sold locally at prices ranging from £25 to £50. 

Firms who are able to supply British made machines as described 
above are invited to communicate with the Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W.1. (Reference D.O.T. 
11018/E.D.) 





BRITISH INDIA. 
TENDERS INVITED. 
HAIR BELTING, MAGNESITE BRICKS, ETC.--The Directors 
of the East Indian Railway are prepared to receive up to 11 o'clock 
.a.m., Wednesday, 30th May, 1923, tenders for the supply of :— 
(1) Hair belting. 
(2) Magnesite bricks. 
(3) Materials for steel foundry (aluminium, black lead in bars 
and ground canister), 
(4) Silica tirebricks. 
(5) White lead. 
Copies of the specifications can be obtained at the Company’s 
Offices, 73-76, King William Street. London, E.C. 4, on payment of 
£1 1s. each. This fee will not be returned 


TUBES AND FITTINGS.—The Director-General, India Store 
Department, Branch No. 10, Belvedere Road, Lambeth, S.E. 1, 
invites tenders for the supply of: 

Tubing and fittings, steam quality, wrought iron or mild steel, 
lapwelded or solid drawn, galvanised. 

Tenders are due 2 p.m. Friday, 15th June, 1923. 

Tender forms can be obtained on application to the Director- 
General at the above address, 





CANADA. 
COTTON, SILK, AND WOOLLEN PIECE-GOODS.—A manu- 


facturers’ agent in Montreal, who already represents a British firm 
for flannel, serge and knit cloth, and United States firms for silks, 
flannels and woollens desires to secure the representation on a com- 
mission basis for the whole of Canada of Br.tish manufacturers of 
cotton, silk ani woollen piece-goods. (Reference No. 659.) 

PAPER AND PAPER GOODS, ETC., PULP AND PAPER 
MILL SUPPLIES AND BUILDING SPECIALITIES.—A_ firm 
of wholesale paper merchants and paper mill agents in Montreal, who 
already represent several British firms and have a good trade connec- 
tion, desire to secure the representation on a commission, sales or 
consigninent basis, for the whole of Canada of British manufacturers 
of paper antl paper goods, etc., lines of interest to pulp and paper 
mills, and building specialities, such as patent cements, water- 
proofings, ete. The firm have salesmen or sub-agents throughout 
Canada. (Reference No. 660.) 


BUTTONS, SMALLWARES, TRIMMINGS OF ALL KINDS. 
—A firm of manufacturers’ agents in Moutreal desire to secure thie 
representation on a commission basis for Eastern Canada of British 
manufacturers of buttons, smallwares, cords, braid, tassels, fringes, 
ornaments, belts, belting and trimmings, ties and bows, for sale to 
blouse, dress and clothing manufacturers. (Reference No. 661.) 


BUILDERS’ HARDWARE, PIG IRON, SHEET IRON, WIRE 
ROVE, ETC.—A tmanufacturer’s agent in Winnipeg, who has been 
established for some years and represents several American concerns, 
desires to secure the representation on a commission basis for the 
provinees of Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta, of British manu- 
facturers of builders’ hardware, pig iron, sheet iron, wire rope and 
kindred lines. (Reference No. 662.) 

SILKS (REAL AND ARTIFICIAL), VELVETS AND VEL- 
VETEENS.—A firm of manufacturers’ agents in Montreal having 
considerable experience of the siik business, and excellent connections 
with responsible wholesale houses desire to secure the representation 
on a commission basis for the whole of Canada of British manufac- 
turers of silks, artificial silks, velvets and velveteens. (Reference 
No, 663.) 


CARBON DRILLS.—A manufacturers’ agent in Montreal of good 
financial standing who employs travellers thoroughly covering 
Kastern Canada, desires to secure the representation of British manu- 
facturers of carbon drills. He is prepared to carry consignment 
stocks or to buy outright. Samples are required for test in the 
agent’s own machine shop in Montreal. (Reference No. 664.) 


SHOE THREADS. —A firm of manufacturers’ agents in Winnipeg 
with a branch office in Toronto, who already represent a British firm 
of rope and twine manulacturers, desire to secure the representation, 
on acommission basis, for the whole of Canada of British manu- 
facturers of shoe threads. (Reference No. 665.) 


ROLLING MILL PRODUCTS.—A metal merchant in Montreal, 
who is in an excellent way of business. desires to discuss with British 
ivon and steel manufacturers the handling of rolling mill products in 
the Dominion, particulariy bars and sections, shects, plates, hoop 
steel, ete , in all sizes. (Reference No. 666.) 

HOSIERY AND UNDERWEAR.—A manufacturers’ agent in 
Winnipeg, who already represents British manufacturers of linoleum, 
blankets and some Manchester goods, desires to secure the represen - 
tation, on a commission basis, for Western Canada of British 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued. 





manufacturers of women’s and children’s underwear and hosiery for 
sale to the wholesale trade and larger departmental stores. He does 
not touch the ordinary retail trade. (Reference No. 667.) 


METERS (STEAM).—A manufacturers’ agent in Vancouver, 
British Columbia, who has for the past five years handled heating 
and ventilating equipment,, reinforcing steel, pumps and black- 
suiiths’ equipment, desires to secure the representation, on a 
commission basis, for British Columbia of British manufacturers of 
steam flow and condensation meters for measuring steam. (Reference 
No. 668.) 

CUTLFRY, CHINA, EARTHENWARE, BROOMS AND 
BRUSHES.—H.M. Trade Commissioner at Winnipeg reports that a 
local firm is desirous of getting into touch wiih British manufac- 
turers of cutlery, china, earthenware, brooms and brushes. 

Applications for the name and address of the company and further 
articulars, should be addressed to the Department of Overseas 
Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. (Reference D.O.T. 
11104/E,D./M.C./2.) 

SHIPPING TAGS AND LABELS.—The Officer-in-Charge of 
H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner’s Office in Canada at Montreal, 
reports that a local firm of manufacturers of French and English 
calendar pads, sales books, etc., desire to be placed in touch with 
British manufacturers of shipping tags and labels. 

The company state that this line of goods can be handled satisfac- 
torily with the goods of their own production, and as they have 
business connections with some of the largest buyers in Canada, they 
feel sure that if they can obtain shipping tags and labels at right 
prices they will be able to place orders of interest. 

Any enguiries regarding this possible opening for trade should be 
addressed to the Department of Overseas Vrade. 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, S.W. 1. (Reference D.O.T. 11220/E.D./M.C./2.) 





ENQUIRY AT OFFICE OF CANADIAN TRADE 
COMMISSIONER. 

The following enquiry has been received at the Canadian 
Government Trade Commissioner's Office, Portiand House, 73, 
Basinghall Street, London, E.C, 2, where full information may be 
obtained :— 

BIRCH, BOBBIN AND SPOOL WOOD.—A Canadian company 
manufacturing birch, bobbin, and spool wood, ask to be placed in 
touch with British buyers. 





KENYA COLONY. 
GAS ENGINES AND PLANT.—H.M. Trade Commissioner at 


Nairobi reports that a firm in Kenya Colony are desirous of receiving 
full particulars aud prices of—- 
(a) Gas engines of 20, 40 and 60 horse-power, designed to run 
economical!y on producer gas ; and 
(b) Producer gas plant suitable for use with the above. 

The fuels available are cocoanut husks, cocoanut shells, and man- 
vrove timber. In the event of charcoal-making plant being essential 
in connection with the producers prices for same should also be 
included. 

Further particulars can be obtained by firms in a position to offer 
plant of the kind specified of British manufacture on application to 
the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 
S.W.1. (Reference D.O.T. 11235/E.D./E.C. /2. ) 





NEW ZEALAND. 
TENDERS INVITED. 

PLATE GIRDER SPANS.—Plans and specification liave been 
received from H.M. Trade Commissionei’s office at Wellington 
relative to a call for tenders by the Public Works Department, 
Wellington, for two 30 ft. deck plate girder spans, and nineteen 
60 {t. deck plate girder spans required for the Whakatane Bridge. 

The closing date for tenders is 26th June. 

The plans and specification are available for inspection by British 
firms at the Department of Overseas Trade (Room 50), 35, Old Queen 
Street, London, S.W. 1, until 30th May, after which date they will 
he sent on loan, in order of application, to firms unable to arrange for 
inspection in London. 

In view of the limited time available before tenders are due to be 
received in New Zealand, this notification will be of use only to tliose 
firms who ean instruct by cable their agents in that country. 


(Reference D.O.T. 11291/E D./E.C.) 





SOUTH AFRICA. 

CABINET FITTINGS, SOFT FURNISHINGS, BABY CAR. 
RIAGES, ETC.—A firm of manufacturers’ agents established in 
Johannesburg, who are understood already to represent a_ large 
number of British firms, are desirous of representing a firm 
manufacturing ‘‘ Armour Bright” cabinet fittings, including drop 
handles, locks, butterfly hinges, ete., for mounting on sideboards, 
bedroom suites, and similar articles of furniture. They also desire 
to secure agencies for mattress picking, soft furnishings, down quilts, 
and baby carriages. They claim to have very good connections in 
the furniture trade in South Africa and to represent one of the 
largest South African furniture manufacturers. They also state that 
they are in a position to secure satisfactory business for suitable 
cabinet fittings, etc., of which they will require a few samples for 
exhibition purposes. (Reference No, 669.) 














OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued. 





WOOD PICTURE FRAMES AND COMMON GLASS.—H.M. 
Trade Commissioner at Cape Town reports that a local firm isin the 
market for the following goods :— 

Wood picture frames, oval, 14 by 20, packed 20 to the crate and 
shipped in lots of 1,600 frames each. 

Common glass, oval, 14 by 20, convex, packed 30 to the box and 
shipped in 1,000 lots. 

Applications for further particulars should be addressed to the 
Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8. W. 1. 
(Reference D.O.T. 11230/E. D./M.C./2.) 

TENDERS INVITED. 

RIV ERSDALE ELECTRIC LIGHTING SCHEME, CAPE 

PROVINCE.— H.M. Trade Commissioner at Capetown reports that 
the Riversdale Municipality, Cape Province, are calling for tenders 
to be presented by 3ist July, 1923, for the supply, erection and 
installation of generating plant, low tension distribution material, 
meters, ete. (Contract No. 2.) 
_ A copy of the specification, general conditions of tender and draw- 
ings can be seen by British firms at the offices of the Department of 
Overseas Trade (Room 52). 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8S. W. 1. 
(Reference D.O.T. 11194/E.D./C.C./2.) 


ELECTRIC CABLE AND UNDERWRITERS’ WIRE.—H.M. 
Senior Trade Commissioner at Johannesburg reports that the 
Municipality of Johannesburg are calling for tenders for the supply 
and delivery of electric cable and underwriters’ wire. | 

Tenders will be received by the Town Clerk, Manicipal Council, 
Johannesburg, up to 4th June, 1923. 

A copy of the specification and general conditions of tender, ete., 
can be inspected by British firms at the Department of Overseas 
Trade (Room 52), 35, Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. (Reference 
D.0.T. 11309/E. D./C.C. /2.) | 


COACH SCREWS.--H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner in South 
Africa has forwarded a copy of the specification, conditions of con- 
tract and blue print in connection with a call for tenders by the 
Municipal Council of Johannesburg for the supply and delivery to 
the President Street Stores, Johannesburg, of 3 1.000 lb. steel eoach 
screws. (Contract No. 69.) 

Tenders, which must be accompanied by a certified cheque for an 
amount equal to 10 per cent. of the total amount of the tender 
(such cheque, however, need in no case be fora greater amount than 
£100) must be addressed under sealed cover to the Town Clerk and 
placed in the tender box, first floor, Municipal Offices, not later than 
noon, 4th June next. 


At this date, owing to shortness of time available, it will, of course, 
only be possible for those firms to submit tenders who have repre- 
sentatives in South Africa who could be instructed by telegram in 
regard to the business. The Department of Overseas Trade is pre- 
pared to suggest to British firms not represented in South Africa the 
names of firms having offices in that country and in the United Kingdom 
whe would probably be prepared to act for them in connection with 
this and future contracts of a similar nature. 

The documents mentioned above are available for inspection at the 
Department of Overseas Trade (Room 48), 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, 8.W.1. (Reference D.O.'T. 11306/E.D./E.C.) 


TRANSFORMERS.—H.M. Senior Trade Commissioner in South 
Africa reports that the Johannesburg Municipal Council are calling 
for tenders to be presented on 4th June, 1923, for the supply and 
delivery of transformers. 

A copy of the specification, general conditions of tender, et*., can 
be seen by British firms at the offices of the Department of Overseas 
Trade (Room 52), 35, Old Queen Street, London S.W.1. (Reference 


— 


D.O.T. 11307/E. D./C.C./2.) 


Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise stated. 





EUROPE. 





BELGIUM. 
CLOTH AND NOVELTIES FOR LADIES’ WEAR.—A firm in 


Brussels are desirous of obtaining an agency for the sale of cloth and 
novelties for ladies’ wear. (Reference No. 670.) 

COTTON MATERIALS, HOSIERY, ETC.—A firm in Brussels 
is desirous of obtaining an agency for the sale of cotton materials for 
ladies’ and men’s wear and hosiery, (socks, stockings, braces, etc.) 
(Reference No. 671.) 

BUILDERS’ AND CABINET BRASSFOUNDRY AND CABINET 
IRON MONGERY.—An agent in Antwerp is desirous of obtaining 
agencies for the sale of builders’ and cabinet brassfoundry aud cabinet 
ironmongery. (Reference No. 672.) 





BULGARIA. 
TENDERS INVITED. 

CRANES MOUNTED ON RAILWAY TRUCKS.—The Bul- 
garian Direction of Railways, Posts and Teleyraphs, are inviting 
tenders for three cranes mounted on railway trucks, for which tex.ders 
are to be presented in Sofia by 6th June. 

A copy of the specification may be seen by British firms upon appli- 
cation to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, 8.W.1. (Reference D.O.T. 10698/F. E./E.C./2.) 
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OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE—Continued. 


DENMARK. 


OILS AND FATS.—A firm of commission agents in Copenhagen 
desire to secure the representation for Denmark of British manufac- 
turers of oils and fats used in the margarine and soap making 








industries, (Reference No. 673.) 
NETHERLANDS. 
COMBED WOOL YARNS, WOOLLEN AND WORSTED 


PIECE-GOODS, COTTON AND SILK PIECE-GOODS, BATH 
TOWELS.—An agent at the Hague wishes to secure the represen ta- 
tion for the Netherlands of British spinners of good quality combed 
wool yarns, also of manfacturers of woollen and worsted piece-goods, 
cotton and silk piece-goods and bath towels, Correspondence in 


English. (Reference No. 674.) 
COTTON, WOOLLEN, AND WORSTED PIECE-GOODS, 


SERGES, ZANELLA AND SLEEVE LININGS.—An experienced 
agent at the Hague is desirous of securing the representation, on a 
commission basis, for the whole of the Netherlands of British manu- 
lacturers of cotton, woollen, and worsted piece goods, serges, zanella 
and sleeve linings. Correspondence in English. (Reference No. 675,) 


IRON, BRASS-FOUNDRY, TOOLS, LOCKS, NAILS, TACKS, 
SCREWS, RIVETS, WIRE, ETC.—An agent in Amsterdam 
desires to secure the representation, on a commission basis, for the 
Netherlands of British firms dealing in iron and brass-foundry, tools, 
locks, nails, tacks, screws, rivets, wire, etc. (Reference No. 676.) 


BOOT AND SHOE LEATHER.—A commission agent and whole- 
sale dealer in leather and saddle-maker’s goods in Amsterdam, desires 
to secure the representation for the Netherlands of British manu- 
facturers of sole-leather and box calf upper leather. (Reference 


No. 677.) 





NORWAY. 


TINFOIL AND SPICES.—A firm of commission agents in 
Christiania desire to secure the representation of British manufac- 
turers of tinfoil for cheese packing. (Reference No, 678.) 





SPAIN. 


CHEMICALS AND UMBRELLAS.—A firm of British commis- 
sion agents in Barcelona, already holding a number of British 
agencies, is desirous of securing the representation of British manu- 
facturers or exporters of phosphates, potash, heavy chemicals and 
umbrella covers and parts. (Reference No. 679.) 


SURGICAL INSTRUMENTS, NEEDLES AND RUBBER 
GOODS.—The Commercial Secretary at Madrid reports that ademand 
exists in Spain for surgical instruments, needles and rubber goods, 
and that the moment is favourable for the introduction of British- 
made articles. 

British firms interested may obtain further pa:ticulars on applica- 
tion to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, Old Queen Street, 
London, 8.W.1. (Reference D.O.T. 7424/22/F.L./C.C.) 





SWEDEN. 


HOSIERY AND MEN’S CAPS,—A commission agent in Stock- 
holm desires to secure the representation for Sweden of British manu- 
facturers of hosiery and men’s caps. (Reference No, 680.) 





SWITZERLAND. 


PROVISIONS AND COLONIAL GOODS.—A Swiss firm estah- 
lished at Zurich desire to secure the agency, on commission, of British 
exporters of pre visions, colonial goods, ete. Correspondence in 
French. (Reference No. 681.) 

Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise stated. 





NEAR EAST. 





EGYPT. 


AGENT’S SERVICES OFFERED.—An agent and government 
contractor established in Cairo desires to obtain the Egyptian repre- 
sentation of a British manufacturer of army pattern boots with a 
view to tendering for Egyptian army and police requirements. 
(Reference No. 682. 


TENDERS INVITED. 


COAL.—With reference to the notice on page 605 of the “ Journal ” 
of 17th May, concerning the call by the Egyptian State Railways for 
tenders for 120,000 and alternatively 160,000 tons of Welsh coal, the 
price for tender forms and specifications is 4/- and not 2/— as therein 
stated. 





PALESTINE. 


ZINC AND ALUMINIUM FOIL, BOX LABELS, ETC.—An 
enquiry has been received in the Department of Overseas Trade from 
a firm of preserved fruit, confectionery, etc., manufacturers in Pales- 
tine, for the names and addresses of British manufacturers or 
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exporters of Zinc and aluminium foil, decorative box labels, printed 
wrappers and labels for chocolates and sweets, plain paper, purgament 
and pergamin or vellum paper for covering confectionery, ete., 
chocolate moulds, sweet jars. 

The name and address of the enquirers may be obtained by any 
British firms interested, on application to the Department, 35, Old 
Queen Street, London, 8. W. 1. 


Applications for names and addresses must be sent to the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise stated. 





UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


STEEL WIRE.—A communication has been received in the 
Department of Overseas Trade from a firm in Pittsburg, re- 
questing cabled quotations from British firms in respect of ‘soft, 
bright processed steel wire for forming into button head rivets.” 
No quantity is specified, but it is stated that equal tonnages would 
be required of *258 in. and ‘234 in. Quotations are required to cover 
delivery c.i.f. New York. 

The name and address of the enquirers can be obtained by firms in 
a position to offer material of the kind specified of British mann- 
facture on application to the Department of Overseas Trade, 35, 
Old Queen Street, London, S.W. 1. (Reference D.O.T. 19498/F. W./ 
E.C. /2. ) 








LATIN AMERICA. 





COLOMBIA. 
AGENTS’ SERVICES OFFERED.—A firm of merchants and 


commission agents in Bogota, with sub-agents in Medellin and Cali, 
are desirous of obtaining the representation of a British firm manu- 
facturing railway locomotives, rolling stock, ete. (Reference No. 683.) 

Applications for name and address must be sent to the Department 
of Overseas Trade, except where otherwise stated. 


SPECIAL REGISTER SERVICE. 








The following commercial information as to openings for the sale of 
British and Irish goods in overseas markets and other connected 
matters has been distributed during the past week by the Depart- 
ment of Overseas Trade through its ‘‘ Special Register” service. 
Firms on the Special Register of the Department of Overseas Trade 
desiring to obtain copies of any of the circular letters appearing in 
this list should apply to the Department, quoting the reference 
number in each case. Firms noton the Register can obtain from the 
Department, at 35, Old Queen Street, London, 8.W.1, full particu- 
lars of this service and form of application for registration :— 
Australia.—Furnishing fabrics— Samples of goods in demand. (769/ 

29/F.G./T.C.) 
Canada.—Cutlery, china, earthenware, brooms and brnshes—Services 
of sales organisation offered to manufacturers. (11104/E.D./M.C. } 
Shipping tags and labels—Quotations invited from manufac- 
turers. (11220/E.D./M.C.) 
East Africa (Kenya\).—Gas engines and producer gas plant—Quo‘a- 
tions invited. (11235/E.D./E.C.) 
South Africa. —Cottonade—Quotations invited from manufacturers, 
(11185/E. D./T.C.) 
Wood picture-frames and common glass—Quotations desired. 
(11230/E. D./M.C.) 
Plant and materials for municipal electric lighting scheme— 
Tenders invited. (11194/E.D./C.C.) 
Coach screws—Tenders invited. (11306/E.D./E.C.) 
Electrical transformers—Tenders invited. (11307/E.D./E.C.) 
Electric cable and underwriter’s wire—Tenders invited. (11309/ 
E.1D./C.C.) 


New Zealand.-—Plate girder spans—Tenders invited. (11291/E.D./ 





E.C.) 

Belgium.—Electroplated spoons and forks, cake dishes, tea and 
cotfee pots, etce.—Samples of goods in demand, (1007/2/F.G./ 
M.C.) 


(reece. —Cotton and linen thread for lace-making—Samples and quo- 
tations invited. (10605/F.E./T.C.) 

Ttaly.—Fountain pens—Trade prospects. (19319/F,W./M.C.) 

Spain. —Surgical instruments, needles and rubber goods—Trade pros- 
pects. (7424/F.L./C.C.) 

Palestine.—Zine and aluminium foil, labels, wrappers for sweets, 
chocolate moulds, sweet jars-——()uotations invited. (10688/F. E./ 
G.C.) 

Siam.—Experiments with caterpillar motor cars. (10673/F.E./E.C.) 


United States,—Sanitary ware—Trade prospects and enquiries, (4907/ 
T.M./M.C.) 


Soft bright processed steel wire ~Quotations invited. (19498/ 
F. W,/E.C. ) 
Cuba,—Shirts and collars—Trade prospects. (860/7/F.G./T.C.) 
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Government Notices 
affecting Trade. 


GENERAL SECTION. 


PATENTS AND DESIGNS ACTS, 1907 
1919. 
Licences or RiGur. 
Notice is hereby given tiiat, by virtue of the provisions 
of Section 24 of the Acts, the under-mentioned Patents 
were indorsed ‘‘ Licences of Right ’’ on the dates specified 








AND 


below :—- 
No. and Year 
of Patent. Grantee. Title. 
12th May, 1923. 
115,818 Lindman, K. W. ‘*Ball holders for ball bearings and 
(5491/18) method tor manufacturing the 
same. 
146,681 Thompson, N. A. ‘‘Improvements relating to the alight- 
(12485/19) ing gear of aircraft.” 
17th May, 1923. 
138,063 Fougner, Bb. ‘“‘Improved driving arrangement for 
(25334/19) rolling up webs.”’ 
144,821 Moore, G. W. “Improvements in or relating to 


clippers.” 

“Improvements in and relating to 
electricity meters for indicating the 
wattless consumption in alternating 
current and three phase current 
installations.” 


(7358/19) 
147,602 
(19540, 20) 


Korting & Mathi- 
sen, Akt.-Ges. 


W. TEMPLE FRANKS, 
Comptroller-General. 


The Patent Office. 





POSTAL SECTION. 
PARCEL POST TO JAPAN AND KOREA. 


The rates of postage which the Postmaster-General has 
directed to be charged in place of rates previously 




















Catalogue of Boot Polishes and Creams, White Dressing, Floor 
and Furniture Polish sent on application. 


“THE NUGGET POLISH CO. LTD., 


KENNINGTON OVAL, LONDON, ENGLAND. 
ASSOCIATED COMPANIES :— 

The Nugget Polish Co. of Australia (Pty) Ltd.. MELBOURNE. 

‘The Nugget Polish Co. of South Africa Ltd., CAPE TOWN 

The Nugget Polish Co. of New Zealand Ltd., CHRISTCHU RC H,. N.Z. 


The Fhe a t Polish Co. of New York Ltd... NEW YORK, N. Yoo 
S.A. 
The Nugget Polish Co. of Belgium, Societe Anonyme, BRUSSELS. 


BRANCHES :—CANADA, HOLLAND, SPAIN. 
AGENTS :—In the principal countries of the world. 
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published on outgoing parcels addressed to the undes 
mentioned countries by the route specified are as follows :— 





Rates of Postage on pare 


Parcel not exe eediug 


Place of Destination. Route. 


2b, | 3b. | 7b. | 11 Ib. 


is. d. | s. d.js. d. | 8. d. 


Japan and Korea Canada 2 q 2 Q 6 8 Q 6 





Commercial Returns. 


CORN PRICES. 


Statement showing the average price of British Corn per cwt. of 
112 Imperial Pounds,* as received from the Inspectors of Corn 
Returns in the week ended 19th May, 1923, pursuant 
to the Corn Returns Act, 1882, and the Corn Sales Act, 192] :— 


ed 


Average Price per cwt. 











Wheat. Barley. Oats. 
s. d. 8. ad. x & 
Week ended 19th May, 1923 10 11 8 11 10 6 
Corresponding week in— 
1913 a. bes oi ove 7 7 i 3 i 2 
1914 =. = eee ane 7 10 i 3 61] 
1915 .o on od nee 14 5 9 §8 ll 8 
1916... wep _ pe 12 9 14 9 ll 11 
1917 = eee one _ oes 2... 2 1S ] 19 8 
iota oon ous oils ) ia 15 9 l7 ] 
19149 = ia —_ 17 9O wT -é bP Hig 
Wee sec oun eee 16 11 24 =| 21 6 
a oa: a. a. se ee 224 ] 18 8 
1922. ... — se nae 13 0 ll 7 | ll 7 





——— 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, as amended by Section (2) of 
the Corn Sales Act, 1921, provides that in the weekly summary of quantities 
and prices, each sort of British corn shall be computed with reference to 
the hundredweight of one hundred and twelve imperial standard pounds. 


eee 
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SUBSCRIBED CAPITAL see eee eee £1,500,000 
PAID-UP CAPITAL ... eee oge oon 1,500,000 
RESERVE FUND eee ons 1,035,000 
DEPOSITS, ETC. (as at 31 Dec., 1922)... 43,472,963 
Directors : 
Sir JOHN PURCELL, K.C.B., Chairman. 


Esq., C B., Deputy-Chairman. 


JAMES BLACKADER MEERS, 
Chairman of Irish Board. 


Sin THos. H. G. ESMONDE, Bart., 
Rr. Hos. Sir Wm. J. GOULDING, Bart., D.L. 
CHARLES FREDERICK HIGGINSON, Esq. 
RICHARD JOHN KeuLy, Esq., K.C. 
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PATRICK Wa LTER STAFFORD, 


ENGLAND. 
London: 13, Old Broad Street, E.C.2 


AND 27 METROPOLITAN & PROVINC:AL BRANCHES. 


IRELAND. 
Dublin: 34, College Green 


AND 216 BRANCHES & SUB-OFFICES THROUGH- 
OUT THE COUNTRY. 


CURRENT AND DEPOSIT ACCOUNTS 


OPENED AT ALL OFFICES. AMOUNTS FROM ONE 
SHILLING UPWARDS ACCEPTED UNDER SCHEME OF 


NATIONAL THRIFT 
AND 


EVERY DESCRIPTION OF SANKING AND FOREIGN EXOHANCE , 
BUSINESS TRANSACTED. 


M. J. Cooke, Secretary. 
Se tine 


K.C.V.O, 
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